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DAY 1: Monday 24 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Parallel session I 

Detection, identification and characterisation — NPS in physical samples  

Moderators: Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA) and Richard Bade (University of Queensland, Australia) 

10.15 EST Methodical analysis of unconventional adulterants in diaCESTylmorphine from 2019–2021 in Delhi, India  

A. Kumar, S. Dash, N. Vashishth, N. Tomar, S. Sinha, K. Goyal, Forensic Science Laboratory, Government of National Capital 

Territory of Delhi, India 

 Dr Kumar started professional career in 1996 as a Lecturer with Narain College Shikohabad Firozabad, 

Uttar Pradesh after completing academics from Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Agra. Then joined as 

research scholar at Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Agra. Completed doctorate from Dr. B.R. Ambedkar 

University, Agra. Joined Forensic Science Laboratory (FSL), Delhi in 1999. Had undertaken examination 

of different types of cases referred to the laboratory in various fields like Arson, Drugs, Toxicology 

including high profile cases. Participating in international projects like UNODC-ICE program with United 

Nations. Attending several National and International Conferences. Undertaking research in required 

fields and presenting and publishing research papers of repute. Invited as Guest Speaker at various 

institutes of repute like Amity University, National Institute of Criminology and Forensic Sciences, 

Directorate of Training for Union Territories Civil Services, Delhi Police Training Centre. Examined and 

reported more than 10,000 samples and attended various Scene of Crimes. 

10.30 EST Hierarchical cluster analysis application on suspected plant-based new psychoactive substances found in the 

Philippines using FT-IR/ATR spectral data  

R.J.A. Narceda, M.M.M Racho, SP Uy Jr., Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, Philippines  

Mr. Ronald Jefferson A. Narceda holds a bachelor‚Äôs degree in chemistry (Adamson University Manila-

2009) and a master‚Äôs degree in environmental science and ecosystem (De La Salle University Manila-

2013). He is a licensed chemist in the Philippines since 2009. Mr. Narceda is presently connected with 

the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency (PDEA), since January 2013 and is now assigned at the Special 

Research Division, Laboratory Service. He is currently involved in scientific works concerning drug 

profiling and psychoactive plant-based substances. Prior to PDEA, Mr. Narceda worked as a research 

assistant at the National Fisheries Research and Development Institute (NFRDI), Philippines for 3 years, 

where he contributed on how to mitigate impacts of marine toxic organisms in the Philippines through 

research interventions. He is also engaged in part-time teaching to different academic institutions in 

Manila specifically at Adamson University (2019-present), San Beda University (2015-present), Mapua 

University (2012-2016), and University of the East (2014). Narceda‚Äôs professional experience include 

the use of analytical instruments such as FT-IR/ATR, Raman, GC-MS, GC-FID, HPLC-RF, LC-MS/MS, and 

LC-QTOF to analyze various samples. In 2017, he was the 3rd AFSN-IDWG member who received the 

International Professional Development Grant, awarded by the U.S.A. based forensic chemistry 

organization namely, Clandestine Laboratory Investigating Chemists (CLIC). Lastly, he has been delivering 

presentations to numerous local and international conferences, and has published and co-authored 

scientific journals in different fields throughout his career. 

10.45 EST New psychoactive substances in 146 samples seized in Colombia (2021–2022) In Spanish, with simultaneous 

translation into English  

D.M. Ocampo, W. Garzón, F. Parada, L. Cuadros, L.A. González, Centro Internacional de Estudios Estratégicos Contra el 

Narcotráfico, Policía Nacional, Bogotá D.C., Colombia 

Teniente Dennis Mauricio Ocampo Chagiendo, Quimico de la Universidad del Valle en Colombia y 

candidato a magister en ciencias quimicas de la Universidad Nacional de Colombia, actualmente director 
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del Laboratorio Quimico de Investigacion Antidrogas(LQIA) adscrito al Centro Internacional de Estudios 

Estrategicos Contra el Narcotrafico de la Direccon de Antinarcoticos de la Policia Nacional de Colombia. 

11.00 EST N-MOC-MDMA, a novel ‘masked’ variant found by Argentina Federal Police In Spanish, with simultaneous 

translation into English (online)  

S.A. Guevara, U.D. Gomara, J.C. De Seta, División Laboratorio Químico — Policía Federal Argentina, Argentina  

Member of Division Laboratorio Quimico Policia Federal Argentina since 2011. Qualitative analysis of 

drugs and toxicology expert. In charge of Mass Spectrometry area since 2018.Chemistry‚Äôs Associate 

Degree.Chemistry‚Äôs Bachelor Undergraduate Student. 

11.15–11.30 EST Break 

11.30 EST Differentiation of structurally similar fentanyl analogs with theoretical and experimental analysis by surface-

enhanced Raman spectroscopy (SERS) (online)  

S. Dogruer, E. Hernandez, B. McCord, Florida International University, USA 

Sevde Dogruer is a Ph.D. student in the department of chemistry and biochemistry with an emphasis in 

the forensic chemistry track at Florida International University. Her research area is the differentiation 

of structurally similar fentanyl analogs with theoretical and experimental analysis and their detection in 

illicit drug mixtures by surface-enhanced Raman Spectroscopy (SERS). She attended so many 

conferences both in-person and virtual to present her work. She is one of the authors of a peer-reviewed 

article with the title "Multivariate Analysis Aided Surface-Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy (MVA-SERS) 

Multiplex Quantitative Detection of Trace Fentanyl in Illicit Drug Mixtures Using a Handheld Raman 

Spectrometer". 

11.45 EST Development and validation of a chiral LC-MS/MS method for the separation and quantification of (R)- and (S)- 

enantiomers of four synthetic cathinones in human whole blood (online)  

A.A. Aldubayyan, Department of Analytical, Environmental and Forensic Sciences, Faculty of Life Sciences and Medicine, 

King’s College London, United Kingdom  

Abdulaziz Aldubayyan has received his bachelor degree from Prince Sultan Military College of Health 

Sciences (Saudi Arabia) in 2010. He worked as toxicology analyst from 2011 to 2017. After that, he 

achieved his MS.c degree in forensic toxicology from University of Central Lancashire (UK) in 2018. He is 

currently a PhD student at King's College London since 2019. His research interests include detection of 

new psychoactive substances, LC-MS/MS method development and validations, synthesis of 

metabolites, samples pretreatment and applications to forensic biological samples. 

12.00 EST Optimisation of a gas chromatography coupled to mass spectrometry (GC-MS) method for simultaneous 

detection and quantification of psilocybin and psilocin (online)  

A.M. Brito Da Costa, R.J. Dinis Oliveira, A. Madureira Carvalho, D. Dias da Silva, Toxicology Research Unit, University 

Institute of Health Sciences, Gandra, Portugal  

Andreia Costa has a BSc in Applied Biology (University of Minho), a MSc in Forensic Sciences and 

Laboratory Techniques (IUCS-CESPU), and is currently a PhD student of Biomedical Sciences (IUCS-

CESPU). The main focus of her PhD is the study of psychedelic substances, more precisely psilocybin and 

psilocin, the main compounds present in hallucinogenic mushrooms. She will assess their 

pharmacokinetics and pharmacodynamics, toxicity and antidepressant/anxiolytic potential. 

RICARDO JORGE DINIS-OLIVEIRA, PharmaD, PhD, European PhD, DSc, is a Toxicologist and Forensic 

Sciences Expert. He develops its scientific and academic activity in the areas of Toxicology and 

Pharmacology of Psychoactive Substances, Pesticides and Medicines, in their preclinical, clinical, and 

forensic aspects, and in Forensic Medicine, namely the development of mathematical models to 

calculate the postmortem interval, known as the Holy Grail of Forensic Sciences. He has been supervising 

several Integrated Master‚Äôs dissertations, Master‚Äôs dissertations, and PhD theses. He is a member 

of the Editorial Board and Ambassador of several International Scientific Journals. He is the author of 

more than 170 articles published (representing more than 4700 citations) in international indexed 
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journals, with peer review, and author of about 36 book chapters, 4 books and 4 national and 3 

international patents. He is the author of Guidelines in Forensic Sciences for Clinical and Forensic 

Toxicological samples collection, with an international scope and has received recognition for his 

Pedagogical Excellence in Higher Education that resulted in international scientific publications. He 

coordinated the Self-Assessment Commissions for various accreditation processes of ‚Äúnew‚Äù or ‚Äúin 

operation‚Äù Cycle of Studies by the Higher Education Accreditation Agency (A3ES) and has been an 

A3ES expert since 2019. He is an Associate Professor with Habilitation (Aggregation) at the University 

Institute of Health Sciences and of the Faculty of Medicine of University of Porto. He is Director of the 

Research Unit TOXRUN ‚Äì Toxicology Research Unit of IUCS and integrated researcher of UCIBIO-

REQUIMTE - Applied Molecular Biosciences Unit/ Associated Laboratory for Green Chemistry, Clean 

Technologies, and Processes. In 2021 he integrated the World‚Äôs Top 2% Scientist‚Äôs list, which ranks 

the most highly cited scientists. He is the founder and current President of the Portuguese Association 

of Forensic Sciences (APCF) and was Vice-president of the Portuguese Society for the Study of Abuse 

and Neglect (SPECAN). He is the Director of Medical Writing at MTG Research and Development Lab and 

he is the Scientific Consultant of Albert Labs Advisory Board. According to SCOPUS, his current h index is 

31. 

12.15 EST Emergence of new psychoactive substances with enhanced toxicities caused by intentional adulteration and/or 

presence of contaminants in seizures (online)  

K.M. Muthumala, D.P.P. Weerasinghe, P.N. Amarabandu, The National Narcotics Laboratory of the National Dangerous 

Drugs Control Board, Sri Lanka 

Ms Kalpana Muthumala is a Senior Scientific Officer at the National Narcotics Laboratory of the National 

Dangerous Drugs Control Board in Sri Lanka for more than 08 years since graduating from the Faculty of 

Science, University of Colombo with a Bachelor of Science majoring in chemistry .  She is involved in 

routine drug analysis and reporting on the findings for cases received from Judicial,  law enforcement 

and regulatory agencies in Sri Lanka. She is an experienced officer in both Chemical and Toxicological 

analysis related to substance abuse and has developed her skills in operating, performing data analysis 

and maintaining advanced instruments such as GC/MS, GC-FID, GC-HS, HPLC, FTIR, UV-Vis .Her scientific 

research interests are in the field of Synthetic drug profiling, identification  and continuing 

characterization  studies of  new designer drugs. 

12.30–12.45 EST Q&A  

12.45–13.00 EST Poster session (online)  

13.00–14.00 EST Break 

 

Parallel session II 

NPS use settings, experience and trends  

Moderators: Roumen Sedefov (EMCDDA) and Conor Crean (UNODC)  

10.15 EST Synthetic cannabinoids scheduling impacts on positivity and markets  

B.K. Logan, Center for Forensic Science Research and Education, USA 

Dr. Barry Logan is Executive Director at the non-profit Center for Forensic Science Research and 

Education (CFSRE) at the Fredric Rieders Family Foundation in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.   He is also 

Chief Scientist at NMS Labs in Horsham PA, where he leads a team of forensic toxicologists and certifying 

scientists.  He holds academic appointments at Arcadia, Thomas Jefferson and Indiana Universities in 

the United States. Dr. Logan is a Fellow of the American Board of Forensic Toxicologists (ABFT), and has 

over 200 publications and has made over 700 presentations in forensic toxicology and analytical 

chemistry, including work on the effects of illicit and prescription drugs on drivers, and drug caused and 

related death.  His current research priorities are focused on new drug trends, the opioid crisis, rapid 

reporting of drug mortality data, and the analytical and interpretive toxicology and chemistry of novel 
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psychoactive substances, founding www.NPSDiscovery.org in 2018. Dr Logan‚Äôs contributions to the 

field of toxicology were recognized in 2021 by the International Association of Forensic Toxicologists 

(TIAFT) presentation of the Alan Curry Lifetime Career Achievement Award. 

10.30 EST New psychoactive substances emerging in poly-substance combinations in the United States  

W.J. Heuett, C.A. Herdman, D.P. Pressley, L.L. Wong, T.L. Boos, US Drug Enforcement Administration, United States of 

America  

Dr. William (Will) Heuett is a Mathematicial Statistician in the Diversion Control Division, Drug 

Enforcement Administration (DEA).  He has extensive experience applying innovative mathematical and 

statistical tools to analyze data from multiple sources to provide scientific guidance to the formulation 

of international and domestic drug policies and support drug and chemical control actions.  He has been 

responsible for investigating trends in licit and illicit drug use in the U.S. and has served/presented in 

international drug control working groups.  Formerly, Dr. Heuett was an Associate Professor of 

Mathematics and served as Chair of the Mathematics Department at Marymount University.  He also 

once held an Intramural Research Training Award postdoctoral fellowship in the Laboratory of Biological 

Modeling at the National Institutes of Health.  Dr. Heuett earned his PhD in Applied Mathematics from 

the University of Washington, Seattle. 

10.45 EST New psychoactive substances identified in Canada  

S. Mohottalage, R.J. Ngendabanka, N. He, S. Rymill, C. Bacev-Giles, S. Racine, B. Brands, Office of Drug Research and 

Surveillance (ODRS), Controlled Substance Directorate (CSD), Controlled Substances and Cannabis Branch (CSCB), Health 

Canada, Ottawa, Canada 

Dr. Susantha Mohottalage is a senior chemist holds a B.Sc. (Honours) degree in chemistry, Master‚Äôs 

degree in natural products chemistry and PhD in organic analytical chemistry. He has extensive 

knowledge in analytical chemistry, synthetic organic chemistry and natural products chemistry gained 

from over 20 years of his carrier. Currently he works at Office of Drug Research and Surveillance (ODRS), 

Controlled Substances Directorate (CSD) at Health Canada (HC) and responsible for providing advice on 

chemistry related drug issues to support Directorate‚Äôs decision making on drug policies and regulatory 

functions that promote drug control in Canada. Specifically he provides expertise in chemistry to support 

Controlled Drugs and Substance Act reviews, Cannabis Status confirmations and conduct New 

Psychoactive Substance (NPS) Surveys to help scheduling of new psychoactive substance (NPS). In 

addition, he is an active member of several CSD‚Äôs working group committees such as NPS monitoring 

group and invitee for the NPS scheduling working group committee meetings.  Moreover, he played an 

active role in providing chemistry expertise in scheduling of six fentanyl precursors in Canada. He was 

the chair of the INCB‚Äôs technical advisory expert committee for scheduling of two fentanyl procures, 

held in 2017. 

11.00 EST ‘Benzo-Dope’: exploring combinations of novel synthetic opioids and designer benzodiazepines  

D.M. Papsun, A.J. Krotulski, S. Walton, B.K. Logan, NMS Labs, USA  

Donna Papsun is a forensic toxicologist at NMS Labs in Horsham, PA.  She has dual Bachelor of Science 

degrees in Chemistry and Forensic & Investigative Science and a Master of Science degree in 

Pharmacology.  She is also certified as a Diplomate in Forensic Toxicology through the American Board 

of Forensic Toxicology and is a member of both the Society of Forensic Toxicologists (SOFT) and the 

American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS). Ms. Papsun has been with NMS Labs since 2008, first as 

a bench analyst before promotion to toxicologist in 2012.  Ms. Papsun‚Äôs main area of interest is NPS.  

As one of the two leaders of NMS‚Äôs NPS strategy team, she continuously works to help maintain 

NMS‚Äôs leadership in identifying the newest trends in the changing landscape of the designer drug 

market and developing tests for their detection in forensic toxicology casework. 

11.15–11.30 EST Break 

11.30 EST Different trends in NPS misuse among young people after the COVID-19 lockdown  
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V. Rapaccini, S. Biscontini, A. Savini, O. Corazza, A. Metastasio, Child neuropsychiatry and developmental disorders service, 

Usl2 Umbria, Terni, Italy  

Dr Rapaccini graduated Magna Cum Laude in 2015. She is a Child Neuropsychiatrist with a special 

interest in psychotherapy and juvenile addictions. Dr Rapaccini works in the Umbrian Child 

Neuropsychiatry and Developmental Disorders Department and also holds a teaching position at 

Campus Bio-Medico University of Rome. She also collaborates with the Law enforcement services for 

the monitoring and management of addictions. Dr Rapaccini has published two books on 

neuropsychiatry and her researches have been published in peer reviewed international journals. 

11.45 EST Kratom use among people who use other substances: a critical review of published evidence from Southeast 

Asia (online)  

D. Singh, S. Narayan, M.F.I. Leong Bin Abdullah, V. Balasingam, M. Chawarski, University Sains Malaysia, Malaysia  

Darshan Singh is a senior lecturer and researcher at the Centre for Drug Research, Universiti Sains 

Malaysia (USM) (Malaysia). Some of his main research interests include studying the traditional kratom 

use practice and its applicability among people who use drugs (PWUDs). He also studies the impact of 

intimate partner violence among female drug users and barriers to addiction treatment programs. He 

has a strong passion for analyzing punitive drug policies such as the corporal punishment and death 

penalty for drug trafficking offence. Given his interest to engage with the community, Darshan Singh is 

a trained mentor with the Knowledge for Change (K4C) consortium and have actively participated in 

numerous university-community projects. 

12.00 EST Understanding the reasons why prisoners use NPS whilst in custody and the need for suitable regulatory 

approaches (online)  

M. Vigar, S. Falcon, HM Prison Parc, Swansea, United Kingdom  

Mike has worked at HMP Parc for nearly five years, joining as the Drug Strategy Manager in 2014. Prior 

to this he worked with community based services across Wales that supported people with a variety of 

support needs (substance misuse, offending, housing and homelessness, domestic abuse, additional 

learning needs, mental health and wellbeing). Mike's role as Drug Strategy Manager includes 

responsibility for overseeing the prison's approach to reducing supply, reducing demand and providing 

treatment, support and throughcare. He is now handing the reigns over to a colleague but will continue 

to have close involvement with HMP Parc's Drug Strategy. Mike has an undergraduate degree in Politics 

and a postgraduate degree in Housing and professional practice. 

12.15 EST Rise of ketamine as a designer drug in Chile — risks and consequences In Spanish, with simultaneous translation 

into English (online)  

P.A. Fuentes, B.E. Duffau, Instituto de Salud Pública de Chile, Republic of Chile 

Bioquimica de profesion dedicada hace 13 anos al analisis quimico de sustancias decomisadas por las 

policias dentro del marco de la Ley chilena de drogas, Ley20.000. Bioquimica de la Universidad de Chile, 

Master Internacional en Toxicologia del Ilustre Colegio Oficial de Quimicos de Sevilla. 

12.30–12.45 EST Q&A 

12.45–13.00 EST Poster session (online)  

13.00–14.00 EST Break 

 

Parallel session III  

Detection, identification and characterisation — NPS in biological samples 

Moderators: Paul Dargan (King's College London) and Valeria Catalani (University of Hertfordshire) 

14.00 EST An overview of presentations involving new psychoactive substances to the Euro-DEN Plus Emergency 

Departments in Europe  
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P.I. Dargan, Guy's and St Thomas' NHS Foundation Trust, and King's College London, United Kingdom  

Paul Dargan is a Consultant Physician and Professor of Clinical Toxicology at Guys and St Thomas‚ NHS 

Foundation Trust in London. He has a specialist clinical and research interest in recreational drug, new 

psychoactive substance and heavy metal toxicity. He has an active research programme with research 

collaborators in the UK, Europe, North America, Africa, Australasia and Asia across a range of projects 

related to recreational drug toxicity, new psychoactive substances, self-poisoning and heavy metal 

toxicity. He has published over 360 peer-reviewed papers and numerous book chapters. He is a member 

of the UK Commission on Human Medicines and an expert advisor to a number of UK and International 

bodies including the UK Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD), the European Monitoring 

Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the 

World Health Organisation (WHO). 

14.15 EST Large scale retrospective identification of new psychoactive substances in clinical routine samples  

M.A.B. Axelsson, M. Andresen Bergrstrom, Laboratory of Clinical Chemistry, Sahlgrenska University Hospital, Gothenburg, 

Sweden  

Magnus Axelsson is a senior consultant, medically responsible for the clinical analyses of illicit and 

pharmaceutical drugs serving the 2 million inhabitants in the county of Vastra Gotaland, Sweden. He 

holds a PhD in Medical biochemistry, and two medical specialties, Clinical pharmacology and Clinical 

chemistry. Together with Moa Andresen Bergstrom and others, he has developed a liquid 

chromatography-high resolution mass spectrometry (LC-HRMS) based multidrug panel analysis for oral 

fluid samples, at present comprising 80 drug substances and with a flexibility enabling the continuous 

inclusion of emerging drugs including NPSs. The abstract submitted here is based on the retrospective 

analysis of data from this multidrug panel analysis. 

14.30 EST Forensic toxicological analysis of pregabalin from urine using FTIR-ATR N. 

Tomar, D. Yadav, S.K. Shukla, National Forensic Science University, Delhi, India  

Dr. Neha Tomar is an ingenious academician with extensive experience of 11 years in teaching varied 

subjects of Forensic Science. She completed her doctoral degree in Forensic Science with a specialization 

in Forensic Chemistry and Toxicology. She has authored research papers on intricate subjects like 

Forensic Toxicology, Forensic Drug Analysis, Forensic analysis of Propellants, etc in peer-reviewed 

Scopus indexed journals of international repute. Dr Tomar is an ardent researcher and her interest 

focuses on drug detection and analysis of GSR. Dr. Tomar has served as a lecturer in Forensic Medicine 

and Toxicology in initial years in a medical college. Dr. Tomar has guided more than 250 major and minor 

projects of undergraduate and postgraduate students. She has delivered lectures at varied national and 

international conferences. She has organized various events of national and international repute and is 

an active member of extra co-curricular and co-curricular activities in the institute. 

14.45–15.00 EST Break 

15.00 EST Detection of the superwarfarin drugs and synthetic cannabinoids in human biological samples  

A.L.A. Mohr, H. Yu Lam, T.R. Fiorentin, F.X. Diamond, R.A. Middleberg, B.K. Logan, Center for Forensic Science Research 

and Education, United States of America  

Ms. Amanda (Mandi) LA Mohr serves as an Associate Director at the CFSRE working in the area of 

forensic toxicology and is the Program Director for the Forensic Sciences Mentoring Institute program. 

Ms. Mohr is also an adjunct professor in both Arcadia University‚Äôs Master of Science in Forensic 

Science (MSFS) program as well as in Thomas Jefferson University‚Äôs Master of Science in Forensic 

Toxicology (MSFT) program. Ms. Mohr is a graduate of The University of Montana graduating in 2010 

with honors with dual degrees in in Human Biological Sciences and Sociology with an emphasis in 

Criminology. She then obtained a Master of Science in Forensic Science from Arcadia University in 2012. 

In 2018, Ms. Mohr became a diplomat in Forensic Toxicology of the American Board of Forensic 

Toxicology (D-ABFT). Ms. Mohr has authored or co-authored over 30 peer reviewed publications and 

has presented her working nationally and internationally. Ms. Mohr‚Äôs current research interests 

include oral fluid drug testing, drug impaired driving and novel psychoactive substances (NPS). In 
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recognition of the advancements she has made to the field of forensic toxicology, Ms. Mohr was 

awarded the Forensic Sciences Foundation Student Scholarship Award by the American Academy of 

Forensic Sciences in 2013, UCT‚Äôs Excellence in SPE Award in 2016 and most recently the 2019 Irving 

Sunshine Award for Outstanding Research by a Young Investigator by the Toxicology Section of the 

American Academy of Forensic Sciences. Ms. Mohr is an active member within the forensic science 

community and member of several professional organizations including the Society of Forensic 

Toxicologists (SOFT), the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS ‚Äì Toxicology Section), the 

International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED), and the National Safety Council‚Äôs 

Alcohol, Drugs and Impairment Division (NSC-ADID). She currently serves as the Secretary of Toxicology 

section of the AAFS and was recently appointed to serve one the NSC-ADID‚Äôs executive committee. 

Ms. Mohr also serves on the Oral Fluid committee of SOFT and AAFS. 

15.15 EST Identification of 4F-MDMB-BINACA metabolites in human blood and urine with LC-QTOF (online)  

M.A. Gofenberg, A.M. Grigoryev, S.S. Kataev, V.A. Shevyrin, O.N. Dvorskaya, Regional Narcological Clinic, Yekaterinburg, 

Russian Federation 

Mariia Gofenberg, head of the chemical-toxicological laboratory of the Sverdlovsk Regional Narcological 

Clinic,specialist of the chemical-toxicological laboratory of the Sverdlovsk Regional Poison Treatment 

Centre,assistant professor of the Department of Pharmacy and Chemistry from the Ural State Medical 

University (Russian Federation), member of the International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs 

(ISSED). 

15.30 EST A two-year portrait of novel psychoactive substances findings in Quebec (Canada) (2020–2021) (online)  

J. Ouimet, C. Amireault, B. Garneau, B. Desharnais, P. Mireault, Laboratoire de sciences judiciaires et de médecine légale, 

Montréal, Québec, Canada  

Mr. Jaclin Ouimet obtained his M.Sc. in chemistry from the University of Montreal (Canada).  After 

working 18 years in the pharmaceutical industry as an analytical chemist, he is currently a toxicologist at 

the Quebec Provincial Forensic Science authority since 2020. 

15.45–16.00 EST Q&A  

16.00–16.15 EST Break 

 

Parallel session IV  

Intervention, risks, harms and clinical management of NPS 

Moderators: Fabrizio Schifano (University of Hertfordshire) and Elisabeth Prevete (Sapienza University) 

14.00 EST A qualitative study of people who use new psychoactive substances and harm reduction services in eight 

countries of Eastern Europe and Central Asia region  

E. Kurcevič, Eurasian Harm Reduction Association  

Eliza Kurceviƒç is a Program Manager with the Eurasian Harm Reduction Association (EHRA) and Research 

Associate in the Global Drug Policy Observatory. She has an extensive knowledge in drug policy, human 

rights, community mobilization and capacity building areas in Central and Eastern Europe and Central 

Asia region. Currently Eliza is working on issues related to new psychoactive substances, advocacy for 

the innovative harm reduction services, peer involvement into the harm reduction programmes and 

young people who use drugs. Eliza has studied in Croatia, Hungary and Lithuania. She has Bachelor‚Äòs 

degree in Law and Master‚Äòs degree in International Law. 

14.15 EST The role of the Burke Test in measuring the cognitive efficiency of the drug impaired driver  

K.R. Burke, International Association of Chiefs of Police — Drug Recognition Expert section 

Kevin Burke is regarded as an expert in the field of detecting and arresting drug impaired drivers. He has 

presented at multiple conferences, including the 2019 Novel Psychoactive Substance (NPS) conference, 
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which was held in Maastricht, The Netherlands. During his 24-year law enforcement career, he has been 

involved in over 1000 impaired driving cases. He has testified as an expert witness in regard to the 

effectiveness of the Standardized Field Sobriety Tests (SFST) when impairment was caused by 

prescription medication, and the effect of fentanyl on horizontal gaze nystagmus.  He is an instructor in 

both the Drug Recognition Expert (DRE) and SFST, as well as an adjunct instructor at Gateway Technical 

College, where he teaches courses on Standardized Field Sobriety Tests and on Drugs that Impair Driving 

to law enforcement recruits. He created his own divided attention test: The Burke Tests (TBT), which is 

currently in the data collection stage with the potential for future research at DF Consulting. Kevin is 

currently writing a book, which focuses on the biological aspect of drug induced intoxication and 

impairment.  The book is titled "Intoxication vs. Impairment: The Anatomy and Physiology of the Impair 

Driver" with a target audience of law enforcement personnel and prosecuting attorneys. Before his law 

enforcement career, Kevin had worked on degrees in Human Kinetics and Psychology, at The University 

of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 

14.30 EST Ibogaine/noribogaine in the treatment of substance use disorders: a systematic review and meta-analysis of 

side effects (online) 

A. Mosca, S. Chiappini, A. Miuli, G. Mancusi, M.C. Santovito, F. Di Carlo, M. Pettorruso, J.M. Corkery, C. Canessa, G. 

Martinotti, M. Di Giannantonio, Department of Neuroscience Imaging and Clinical Sciences, University G d'Annunzio, 

Chieti-Pescara, Italy  

Alessio Mosca is a doctor finishing his training in psychiatry at the G. D'Annunzio University in Chieti with 

Professor Massimo Di Giannantonio and Professor Giovanni Martinotti. He carries out his clinical work 

in a private clinic in Rome, Villa maria Pia, specialising in dual diagnosis. His fields of research concern 

resistant depression, the therapeutic use of psychedelic drugs, psychotic onset and psychopathology. 

14.45–15.00 EST Break 

15.00 EST Underground treatments: emerging trends in substance-assisted therapy  

A. Metastasio, S. Costi, V. Rapaccini, E. Prevete, A. Negri, O. Corazza, Camden and Islington NHS Foundation Trust, 

University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom  

Dr Antonio Metastasio is a Medical Doctor and a Consultant Psychiatrist. Dr Metastasio has a significant 

experience as psychiatrist both in the NHS and in the independent sector. Dr Metastasio graduated 

Magna cum Laude at the University of Perugia Italy and subsequently earned two Masters degree at the 

King‚Äôs College London (Neuroscience) and at the University of Cambridge (Genomic Medicine). He 

trained in Geriatric Medicine in Italy and in Psychiatry in the United Kingdom becoming member of the 

Royal College of Psychiatrists. Dr Metatsasio has also a special interest in emerging treatments and in 

personalised medicine. Dr Metastasio has been also acting as advisor in Personalised medicine start-ups. 

Dr Metastasio has a special interest in rapid acting antidepressants, cognitive and in creativity enhancers. 

He has published extensively in the field of affective disorders, addictions, cognitive impairment and 

innovative treatments. 

15.15 EST The Ibiza Experience: NPS and traditional substance use among a sample of inpatients of Can Misses Hospital 

Psychiatric ward  

A. Negri, S. Schiavone, C. Vannini, G. Martinotti, Department of Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders, ASST Santi 

Paolo e Carlo, Milan, Italy  

Dr. Negri is MD, Pharmacologist and Clinical Toxicologist, has an expertise in Substance Use Disorders 

treatment and Psychopharmacology. He co-authored several peer-reviewed publications and 

collaborated with NPS Research Team at the University of Hertforshire. He is currently working at the 

Department of Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders, ASST Santi Paolo e Carlo, Milan, Italy. 

15.30 EST Associations of concomitant psychiatric disorders and kratom (Mitragyna Speciose Korth) use (online) 

O. Grundmann, E. Cinosi, O. Corazza, G. Martinotti, S. Morcos, D. Singh, K.E. Smith, M.T. Swogger, C.A. Veltri, Z. Walsh, 

University of Florida, United States of America  
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Dr. Oliver Grundmann is a clinical professor at the University of Florida, College of Pharmacy. He serves 

as the director of the graduate programs in Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Clinical Toxicology, is a fellow 

of the American College of Clinical Pharmacology, and his primary research interest is centered on the 

neuropharmacology of natural products, especially substances with potential for tolerance and 

dependence development. Dr. Grundmann obtained his BS in Pharmacy from the Westfalische-

Wilhelms-Universityt Munster in Germany, his PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences, MS in Forensic 

Toxicology, and MEd from the University of Florida. He has been teaching on the subject of natural 

products, drug abuse, forensic & clinical toxicology, and pharmaceutical sciences for the past 12 years. 

15.45–16.00 EST Q&A 

16.00–16.15 EST Break 

17.00 EST End of Day 1  

 

 

DAY 2: Tuesday 25 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Parallel session V 

NPS pharmacology and toxicology  

Moderators: Irene Mazzoni (WADA) and Christophe Stove (Ghent University)  

10.15 EST Pharmacological evaluation and forensic case series of N-pyrrolidino etonitazene (etonitazepyne), a newly 

emerging 2-benzylbenzimidazole ‘nitazene’ synthetic opioid  

C.P. Stove, M.M. Vandeputte, A.J. Krotulski, D. Walther, G.C. Glatfelter, D. Papsun, S.E. Walton, B.K. Logan, M.H. Baumann, 

Laboratory of Toxicology, Department of Bioanalysis, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ghent University, Belgium  

Christophe Stove, PharmD, PhD is associate-professor at Ghent University, heading the Laboratory of 

Toxicology at the Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. Besides teaching some 5 courses (amongst which 

toxicology, drug toxicity and bioanalysis), he directs the Lab‚Äôs service activities (forensic toxicology 

and reference lab activities (Ref4U)) and steers the research. The latter covers applied cell biology, as 

well as bioanalysis. Topics include the evaluation of signaling at selected G protein-coupled receptors, 

the development of bio-assays as an alternative drug screening approach in forensic toxicology, as well 

as vitamer analysis, and microsampling applications and associated challenges. The lab‚Äôs work has 

resulted in several national and international awards and prizes. Dr. Stove has an extensive publication 

record (>200 publications; with over 100 publications during the past 4 years), with many publications 

in leading journals in the field, and serves as a lead author on the vast majority of these. He has been 

cited ~4000 times (ISI), has an H-index of 36, is editorial board member of several journals, provides on 

average 75 peer reviews per year, has served in over 60 PhD evaluation committees as well as in 

numerous (inter)national selection committees, was the promotor of 15 defended PhD‚Äôs and 

currently supervises 8 PhD students. He is currently Board/Council Member of 3 national (BLT, KBGGG, 

BEMS) and 2 international (TIAFT and IATDMCT) organizations. 

10.30 EST Towards better understanding SCRAs and metabolites in recreational drug intoxications associated with 5F-

MDMB-PICA use 

L. Janssens, S. Hudson, D.M. Wood, C. Wolfe, P.I. Dargan, C.P. Stove, Laboratory of Toxicology, Department of Bioanalysis, 

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ghent University, Belgium  

Liesl Janssens graduated in June 2019 as Master of Science in Drug Development at Ghent University. In 

September 2019 she started her PhD at the Laboratory of Toxicology, Faculty of Pharmaceutical 

Sciences, Ghent University, under the promotorship of prof. Christophe Stove. Her research focuses on 
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the development and application of bio-assays for activity-based monitoring of synthetic cannabinoid 

receptor agonists and doping substances. 

10.45 EST Increased neuronal differentiation of NG108-15 cells promoted by the synthetic cannabinoid AMB-FUBINACA 

is associated with decreased DNA methylation (online) 

J.P. Silva, R.F. Malheiro, M. Almeida, H. Carmo, F. Carvalho, UCIBIO-REQUIMTE, Associate Laboratory i4HB, Institute for 

Health and Bioeconomy, Laboratory of Toxicology, Department of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of 

Porto, Portugal  

J. Pedro Silva (JP Silva) graduated in Applied Biology (2002) at the University of Minho (Portugal) and 

further holds an M.Sc. in Molecular Genetics (2004) and completed a Ph.D. in Biological Sciences (2009) 

at the Centre for Environmental & Molecular Biology (University of Minho, Portugal), focusing on the 

assessment of the pharmacological targets of newly synthesized phenolic imidazole derivatives as 

potential antioxidants for oxidative stress-related pathologies. As a Post-Doctoral Researcher (2010-

2016), whose work spanned the Centre of Biological Engineering (University of Minho), the University 

Medical Centre Groningen (Netherlands) and University of California Riverside (USA), JP Silva tackled 

prevailing medical challenges related to wound healing and tuberculosis, having been awarded an Honor 

Mention in the 2016 Bluepharma/UCoimbra Innovation Award and having filed an international (PCT) 

patent. Since 2016, JP Silva is a Senior Researcher at the UCIBIO-REQUIMTE, Toxicology Lab, Faculty of 

Pharmacy (University of Porto) mostly focusing on the toxicological profiling of drugs of abuse, and on 

the assessment of mechanistic signatures of pharmacologically active drugs. 

JP Silva has (co-)authored 80 papers in international peer-reviewed journals (22200+ citations, h-

index=36), 22 abstracts in conference proceedings, and 3 book chapters, and he is the Principal 

Investigator of two ongoing projects (one national and one European-funded). JP Silva has joined the 

extended Expert list of the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA)‚Äôs 

Scientific Committee for NPS risk assessment and supports drug dependence liability evaluation, as a 

Critical Report Reviewer, for the World Health Organization‚Äôs Expert Committee on Drug 

Dependence. 

11.00 EST Effects of the synthetic cannabinoid ADB-FUBINACA on the neurodifferentiation of primary hippocampal 

neurons (online) 

R. Silva, D.J. Barbosa, H. Carmo, F. Carvalho, D.D. Silva, J.P. Silva, Associate Laboratory i4HB, Institute for Health and 

Bioeconomy, Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Porto, Portugal 

Degree in Chemistry at the Faculty of Sciences of the University of Porto and Master in Legal Medicine 

at the Abel Salazar Institute of Biomedical Sciences. Attending the PhD in Forensic Sciences of the Faculty 

of Medicine; research taking place at the Faculty of Pharmacy of the University of Porto. 

11.15–11.30 EST Break 

11.30 EST Off-target activity of NBOMes and NBOMe analogs at the µ opioid receptor  

M.H. Deventer, M. Person, H. Gréen, C.P. Stove, Laboratory of Toxicology, Department of Bioanalysis, Faculty of 

Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ghent University, Belgium 

Marie Deventer graduated in 2020 as Master in Pharmaceutical Care at Ghent University and started 

working as a PhD student at the Laboratory of Toxicology of Prof. Christophe Stove in September 2020. 

She is currently doing research on alternative strategies for the characterization of and screening for 

new psychoactive substances. 

11.45 EST The in vitro profile of 5-MeO-tryptamine derivatives on the serotoninergic system — a structure-activity study  

R. López-Arnau, P. Puigseslloses, M. Giraldo, X. Berzosa, N. Weiss, D. Pubill, J. Camarasa, E. Escubedo, Department of 

Pharmacology, Toxicology and Therapeutic Chemistry, Pharmacology Section and Institute of Biomedicine (IBUB), Faculty 

of Pharmacy and Food Sciences, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain  

After obtaining my degree in Chemistry at the University of Barcelona, I started my research activity 

during my Master degree in the Department of Pharmacology, Toxicology and Therapeutic Chemistry at 

the Faculty of Pharmacy, in the research group headed by Jorge Camarasa, PhD, and Elena Escubedo, 
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PhD which was involved on the neurotoxic properties (oxidative stress, cognitive impairments, 

neurodegeneration, etc‚) of different amphetamine derivatives such as methamphetamine or MDMA 

(also known as ‚Äúecstasy‚Äù) as well as the neuroprotection induced by memantine and other 

compounds in rodent models of dopaminergic neurotoxicity. While finishing my Master degree, I was 

accepted in the same research group to start my doctoral thesis which was focused on the 

pharmacological and neurotoxicological effects of synthetic cathinones, a new trend in drug abuse. This 

ambitious and new project let me to publish several scientific papers in high impact journals, being the 

first and the most important research group in Spain in the field of the neurotoxic effects of new 

psychoactive substances in preclinical models (rodents). During my doctoral thesis I obtained an 

international doctoral fellow by the University of Barcelona in order to carry out a research stay in 

Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden, in which I was under the supervision of Dr. Jan Kehr, one of 

the most important and recognized scientist in the field of stereotaxic surgery, microdialysis and analysis 

of neurotransmitters in animal models. After finishing, I was also awarded by the Federation of European 

Neuroscience Society (FENS) in order to perform a short-term stay in the Università degli Studi di Cagliari, 

Italy, in which I learnt all the procedures and protocols needed for self-administration experiments in 

experimental animals, all under the supervision of Dr. Lecca and Dr. DiChiara. Soon after finishing my 

doctoral thesis, I applied for and obtained a postdoctoral position funded by ‚Äúla Caixa‚Äù Foundation 

Bank for three years at the University of Barcelona in order to continue my studies about the behavioral 

and neurotoxic effects of new psychoactive substances. It was then when I had the pleasure of perform 

another research stay at the American University of Washington D.C., USA, under the supervision of Dr. 

Riley, who is known worldwide by his studies focused on the behavioral (aversion, locomotion and 

reward) effects of drugs of abuse in rodent models. After obtaining my degree in Chemistry at the 

University of Barcelona, I started my research activity during my Master degree in the Department of 

Pharmacology, Toxicology and Therapeutic Chemistry at the Faculty of Pharmacy, in the research group 

headed by Jorge Camarasa, PhD, and Elena Escubedo, PhD which was involved on the neurotoxic 

properties (oxidative stress, cognitive impairments, neurodegeneration, etc) of different amphetamine 

derivatives such as methamphetamine or MDMA (also known as ‚ecstasy) as well as the neuroprotection 

induced by memantine and other compounds in rodent models of dopaminergic neurotoxicity.While 

finishing my Master degree, I was accepted in the same research group to start my doctoral thesis which 

was focused on the pharmacological and neurotoxicological effects of synthetic cathinones, a new trend 

in drug abuse. This ambitious and new project let me to publish several scientific papers in high impact 

journals, being the first and the most important research group in Spain in the field of the neurotoxic 

effects of new psychoactive substances in preclinical models (rodents).During my doctoral thesis I 

obtained an international doctoral fellow by the University of Barcelona in order to carry out a research 

stay in Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm, Sweden, in which I was under the supervision of Dr. Jan Kehr, 

one of the most important and recognized scientist in the field of stereotaxic surgery, microdialysis and 

analysis of neurotransmitters in animal models. After finishing, I was also awarded by the Federation of 

European Neuroscience Society (FENS) in order to perform a short-term stay in the Università degli Studi 

di Cagliari, Italy, in which I learnt all the procedures and protocols needed for self-administration 

experiments in experimental animals, all under the supervision of Dr. Lecca and Dr. DiChiara. Soon after 

finishing my doctoral thesis, I applied for and obtained a postdoctoral position funded by ‚Äúla Caixa 

Foundation Bank for three years at the University of Barcelona in order to continue my studies about 

the behavioral and neurotoxic effects of new psychoactive substances. It was then when I had the 

pleasure of perform another research stay at the American University of Washington D.C., USA, under 

the supervision of Dr. Riley, who is known worldwide by his studies focused on the behavioral (aversion, 

locomotion and reward) effects of drugs of abuse in rodent models. By then, my research has been 

mainly focused on the behavioral effects (hyperlocomotion, anxiety- and depressive-like disorders, 

memory impairments, etc) as well as neuropharmacological and neurotoxicological properties 

(hyperthermia, glial activation, neurotransmitter profile, neuronal degeneration) of new psychoactive 

substances such as mephedrone, methylone or MDPV, among many others. Recently, Dr. Rald√∫a 

research team and ours are also setting up a promising collaboration about the development of new 

zebrafish models of amphetamine‚Äôs neurotoxicity.Finally, and after my postdoctoral period, I 

obtained an Assistant Professor position at the Department of Pharmacology, Toxicology and 

Therapeutic Chemistry, Faculty of Pharmacy and Food Science in the University of Barcelona.All together 
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gave me the chance of publishing several scientific papers, book chapters, oral and poster presentations 

in national and international congress mainly focus on the field of neuropharmacology and 

neurotoxicology of new amphetamine derivatives. 

12.00 EST Assessment of developmental neurotoxicity in mice after repeated postnatal exposure to MDPV (online) 

K. Kuczyńska, J. Wojcieszak, J.B. Zawilska, Department of Pharmacodynamics, Medical University of Łódź, Poland  

Katarzyna Kuczyńska is a research and teaching assistant at the Department of Pharmacodynamics of 

Medical University of Lodz. Her laboratory work focuses on neurotoxicity and behavioural effects of 

synthetic cathinones in mice. She has authored several publications in international journals regarding 

synthetic cathinones and synthetic opioids as well as a book chapter on endogenous and synthetic 

cannabinoids. 

12.15–12.30 EST Q&A 

 

Parallel session VI 

Policy and legislation 

Moderators: Juan Ricardo Gómez Hecht (UNODC) and Vicknasingam Balasingam Kasinather (University Sains Malaysia) 

10.15 EST International cooperation to address global public health harms caused by NPS (online)  

D. Poovendran, S. Nielsen, J. White, G. Forte, World Health Organization 

Dr Dilkushi Poovendran is technical officer with the WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence 

(ECDD) Secretariat within the WHO Division of Access to Medicines and Health Products.  She joined 

WHO in 2017 and has since been instrumental in strengthening the ECDD science-based prioritization 

and review process of psychoactive substances and coordinated the review of dozens of new 

psychoactive substances including new potent opioids as well as plants such as cannabis and kratom. 

Before her time at WHO, Dr Poovendran worked as a clinical researcher on large trials investigating the 

use of contingency management to improve the completion of Hepatitis B vaccination amongst at-risk 

injecting drug users, and to reduce heroin use amongst individuals receiving opioid agonist treatment in 

the UK. Prior to working in research, she served as a case worker for individuals referred to stimulant 

use disorder treatment services, as a crime victims advocate, and participated in an educational 

exchange with incarcerated persons serving extended prison sentences in the US. Dr Poovendran has a 

background in neuroscience and completed a PhD in clinical medicine at Imperial College London with 

a focus on mental health services research.  Her thesis investigated recruitment factors that influence 

the feasibility, acceptability, and process of conducting randomized controlled trials in community opioid 

agonist treatment services.  She has expertise in clinical trial management, harm reduction, evidence-

based medicine, and the treatment of substance use disorders. 

10.30 EST A comprehensive action plan of Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) to address the NPS challenge in 

Bangladesh 

M. Hasan, Department of Narcotics Control, Bangladesh 

Dr Hasan passed B.Sc and M.S. from Biochemistry and Molecular Biology from the University of Dhaka. 

Worked as Research and Development Formulation Officer at M/S. Incepta Pharmaceuticals for 2 years 

and  currently servicing as Deputy Director since 2012. Did Fellowship on Narcotics Drug Eradication 

from South Korea. 

10.45 EST Novel psychoactive substances: laboratory limitation  

D. K. Saha, Office of the Chief Chemical Examiner, Bangladesh Police, CID, Bangladesh  

Dr Dilip Kumar Saha is Chief Chemical Examiner  Bangladesh Police, CID, Bangladesh. 

11.00 EST A game of tug of war between legislation and NPS: the case of fluetizolam  

M. Degreef, M. Balcaen, C. Guillou, I. Vinckier, Unit Drugs, Lifestyle and Chronic diseases, Sciensano, Belgium  
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Maarten Degreef obtained a degree in Forensic Toxicology from the University of Glasgow (Scotland), 

followed by a PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences at the University of Antwerp (Belgium). His research 

focussed on antidepressants, antipsychotics and (designer) benzodiazepines. As of December 2021, he 

joined the Unit Drugs at Sciensano, where he coordinates the Belgian Early Warning System on Drugs. 

11.15–11.30 EST Break 

11.30 EST Improvement of the Brazilian regulatory model for substance control through the creation of an inter-

institutional working group 

L.S. Lopes, G.H. Giudice, M.S. Macedo National Health Surveillance Agency (Anvisa)  

Macedo National Health Surveillance Agency (Anvisa) 

11.45 EST Philippine Angel’s trumpet: exploring a non-regulated psychoactive plant (online)  

A.D. Salvador, Uy SP Jr., S.S. Seville, J.L.M. Jaranilla, Y.K.S. Desamito, R.J.A. Narceda, Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, 

Philippines  

A licensed chemist in the Philippines. Current Acting Deputy Director of the Laboratory Service of the 

Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency. 

12.00 EST NPS-related health responses implemented in Europe through the lens of an intersectional risk environment 

approach (online)  

J. Neicun, Department of International Health, Care and Public Health Research Institute (CAPHRI), Faculty of Health, 

Medicine and Life Sciences, Maastricht University, The Netherlands  

Sociologist specialised in drug use and public health, with over 15 years of experience conducting social 

research, and also implementing and evaluating social projects and programmes in Chile, France and the 

Netherlands. Throughout time, my work has been focusing on access to health for people who use drugs, 

social & health innovation, and critical research from a global perspective. I am currently leading an 

action-research project on health needs and access to care among homeless Indigenous peoples in 

Montreal. 

12.15 EST ‘Synthetic cannabinoids’ and NPS: harnessing the terminological and conceptual naming and classification 

issues (online)  

K. Riboulet-Zemouli, Foundation for Alternative Approaches to Addiction, Think & do tank (FAAAT) 

Kenzi Riboulet-Zemouli is an independent international cannabis policy expert, focused on international 

drug control. Permanent observer at the United Nations in Geneva and Vienna, he is also interested in 

the social, cultural, economic, and environmental outcomes of cannabis laws and policies. 

12.30–12.45 EST Q&A  

12.45–13.00 EST Poster session (online) 

13.00–14.00 EST Break 

 

Parallel session VII 

Early-warning systems and toxicovigilance 

Moderators: Sabrina Levissianos (UNODC) and Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire)  

14.00 EST New psychoactive substance trends in the United States  

E.D Lockhart ED, US Drug Enforcement Administration, United States of America 

Emily Lockhart is a Senior Forensic Chemist at the United States Drug Enforcement Administration‚Äôs 

(DEA) Special Testing and Research Laboratory in Dulles, Virginia.  She earned her Bachelor of Science 

degrees in Forensic Science and Chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University and her Master of 

Science in Forensic Science from George Washington University. She was a member of the DEA‚Äôs 
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Emerging Trends Program from its creation in 2011 until it was dissolved in 2020. At that time, she 

transferred to the Fentanyl Profiling Program. She routinely performs forensic analysis of seized drug 

material and provides training to local, state, and federal law enforcement officers and forensic 

chemists.  Her professional interests include the extraction of intelligence from forensic data, particularly 

in the case of new and emerging drugs of abuse.  She is certified in clandestine laboratory investigation 

and is a member of the Clandestine Laboratory Investigating Chemists (CLIC) Association. She is also a 

member of the International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs. In addition to her duties as a 

forensic chemist, Ms. Lockhart serves as coordinator for the DEA Forensic Chemist Seminar. Ms. Lockhart 

also has experience as an adjunct professor at Virginia Commonwealth University teaching Advanced 

Drug Analysis to Master of Science degree candidates in the Forensic Sciences program. Additionally, 

she recently collaborated on a book titled Emerging Drugs in Sport where she wrote a chapter titled 

‚ÄúForensic Analysis of Seized Drugs‚Äù. 

14.15 EST Development and application of a border to grave real-time New Zealand integrated Drugs Surveillance System 

(ESR iDSS)  

S.G.G. Russell, D.C. Kappatos, C.S. Johnson, W.L. Popplewell, D. Li, M.J. Mc Carthy, Institute of Environmental Science and 

Research Limited (ESR), New Zealand 

Sarah Russell completed her PhD in chemistry at Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand before 

undertaking post-doctoral studies at the University of Wyoming, USA from 1990-1993. She joined the 

toxicology group at ESR in 1993.  Her interests are in new analytical methodology, post-mortem 

toxicology and more recently hair analysis. Apart from coronial and criminal toxicology, her current 

project is analysis historical (from the 1870‚Äôs) hair samples. She has published papers in the fields of 

chemistry and forensic toxicology including workplace drug testing. Sarah has been a member of TIAFT 

since 1995 and is the current regional representative of TIAFT for New Zealand. Over the years, she has 

been on the branch committees for New Zealand Institute of Chemistry, Australian and New Zealand 

Forensic Science Societies. 

14.30 EST New psychoactive substance situation in the Philippines: an emerging challenge of drugs of abuse  

S.S. Seville, A.D. Salvador, Y.K.S. Desamito, N.M.A Barbo, K.J.D. Agustin, R.J.A. Narceda, Philippine Drug Enforcement 

Agency, Philippines 

Licensed chemist in the Philippines. Current Assistant Chief of the Special Research Division, Laboratory 

Service of the Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency. 

14.45–15.00 EST Break  

15.00 EST Early and effective detection of addictive and hallucinogen potential in the next generation of NPS. The first 

steps of the NextGenPS project  

J. Camarasa, X. Berzosa, J. Kehr, M. Schmid, M. Solinas, M. Carbò, D. Pubill, E. Escubedo, R. López-Arnau, Department of 

Pharmacology, Toxicology and Therapeutic Chemistry, Pharmacology Section and Institute of Biomedicine (IBUB), Faculty 

of Pharmacy and Food Sciences, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain 

Dr Camarasa is currently a full professor of Pharmacology at the University of Barcelona. My postdoctoral 

training in Paris, France centred on the neuropharmacology. During that time, I researched the 

neuroprotective potential of different compounds. Jointly with Drs. Escubedo and Pubill, we are a 

research group focused on the neuropharmacology of amphetamine derivatives. Since then we have 

developed numerous different neurochemical and behavioural tests. I have been the Head of the 

Pharmacology and Therapeutic Chemistry Department at the University of Barcelona, and currently I am 

the Dean of the School pf Pharmacy and Food Sciences of the University of Barcelona with 3000 

students. 

15.15 EST Trends in hospital presentations following analytically confirmed synthetic cannabinoid receptor agonist 

exposure before and after implementation of the 2016 UK Psychoactive Substances Act  
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S. Craft, M. Dunn, V. Vidler, J. Officer, I.S. Blagbrough, C.R. Pudney, G. Henderson, A. Abouzeid, P.I. Dargan, M. Eddleston, 

J. Cooper, S.L. Hill, C. Roper, T.P. Freeman, S.H.L. Thomas, Addiction and Mental Health Group (AIM), Department of 

Psychology, University of Bath, United Kingdom  

Sam is a PhD student based in the Addiction and Mental Health group at the University of Bath whose 

research focuses mainly on cannabis and synthetic cannabinoid receptor agonists (SCRAs). Previously 

Sam completed an MSc in Addiction Studies at King's College London before working as a research 

assistant in the Addictions Department at King's. 

15.30 EST ‘Croaking on Kambô’: intoxications and fatalities associated with use of secretions from phyllomedusa bicolor 

(giant leaf frog, giant monkey frog) 

J.M. Corkery, University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 

Mr John Corkery BA Hons (Open), MSc, MPhil, PgCert LandT in HE, FHEA; University of Hertfordshire, Hatfield, 

Hertfordshire, United Kingdom; Centre for Health Services and Clinical Research; Psychopharmacology, Drug 

Misuse and Novel Psychoactive Substances Unit; School of Life and Medical Sciences, Department of Clinical, 

Pharmaceutical and Biological Science. John Corkery worked for the Home Office for 30 years in a range of policy 

areas including Immigration & Nationality, Prison Department, Fire Service Training & Research, and from 1987 

onwards in the Research, Development and Statistics Directorate on topics including Courts & Financial Penalties, 

Firearms, Capital Punishment, Race & the Criminal Justice System, but especially Drug Statistics. Specific Home 

Office research posts included: Senior Research Officer, 16 June 2003 - 4 March 2005: International & Race 

Statistics Section - responsible for race statistics on the Criminal Justice System in England & Wales, and on ethnic 

monitoring in that connection. Collating data from various sources and compiling an annual Command Paper to 

go to Parliament. Research Officer, 1 September 2000 to 15 June 2003: Drugs & Alcohol Research Unit - 

Collection, validation, analysis and publication  of statistics on Notified Drug Addicts, Drug Seizures & offenders, 

etc. Manager of project by Forensic Science Service on the chemical and statistical profiling of heroin, an d for 

the National Statistics Review of Drug Seizure and Offender Statistical Series. Executive Officer (ADP), 5 January 

1994 to 31 August 2000: Crime & Criminal Justice Unit - Drugs Research and Statistics Section - as above, plus 

Scientific Procedures to to April 1996. During this time he studied part-time with the Open University, and was 

awarded BA Hons (2:1) in 1988 and a MSc in Advanced Educational & Social Research Methods. This was followed 

by the award of a MPhil in the Sociology of Religion and Onomastics by King's College London in 2001. John was 

Senior Research Fellow in Drug Epidemiology, International Centre for Drug Policy (ICDP), St George's, University 

of London from March 2005 to August 2010.Programme Manager of National Programme on Substance Abuse 

Deaths from 7 March 2005 to present & Volatile Substance Abuse Mortality Project from April 2009. He joined 

the ICDP on a full-time basis in March 2005, having previously held an Honorary Research Fellowship since 

1997.Honorary Research Fellow in Drug Epidemiology from 1 September 2010, following cessation of 

Government funding for his post. John joined the School of Pharmacy, University of Hertfordshire, as Research 

Lead in April 2011. Research Co-ordinator, Department of Pharmacy UH April 2011 to December 2014; 

Programme Manager - National Programme on Substance Abuse deaths & Volatile Substance Abuse mortality 

register based at International Centre for Drug Policy, St George's University of London (2005-2010). Programme 

Manager, National Programme on Substance Abuse Deaths & Volatile Substance Abuse mortality register (2005-

10) 

15.45–16.00 EST Q&A  

16.00–16.15 EST Break 

 

Parallel session VIII 

Computational and targeted research projects on NPS  

Moderators: Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA) and Francesco Botré (University of Lausanne)  

14.00 EST Assessment of structure-activity relationships and biased agonism in a set of (psychedelic) phenethylamine 5-

HT2AR agonists  
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E. Pottie, C.B.M. Poulie, I.A. Simon, K. Harpsoe, L. D’Andrea, I.V. Komarov, D.E. Gloriam, A.A. Jensen, J.L. Kristensen, C.P. 

Stove, Laboratory of Toxicology, Department of Bioanalysis, Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Ghent University, Belgium  

Eline Pottie graduated in July 2017 as Master in Drug Development at Ghent University, Belgium. In 

2018, she started her PhD at the Laboratory of Toxicology (Ghent University). Her work mainly involves 

the development, application and optimization of activity-based bio-assays at G-protein coupled 

receptors in a toxicological context. 

14.15 EST Citotoxicity and addictive potential of novel ethcathinone derivatives  

E. Escubedo, N. Nadal Gratacós, X. Berzosa, D. Pubill, J. Camarasa, R. López-Arnau, Department of Pharmacology, 

Toxicology and Therapeutic Chemistry, Pharmacology Section and Institute of Biomedicine (IBUB), Faculty of Pharmacy 

and Food Sciences, University of Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain  

I have a Ph.D. in Pharmacy from the University of Barcelona (1986), Master in Bioinformatics in Health 

Science from the Pompeu Fabra University (2008-2010). Full Professor of Pharmacology of the University 

of Barcelona since 2010. In the year 2000, I started off the research group on psychostimulants that I 

have led to date. During this time, the group have studied the mechanisms of action of amphetamine 

derivatives (initially methamphetamine and MDMA), as well as their neurotoxic effects and the 

possibilities of pharmacological intervention. The research group is recognized by the Generalitat de 

Catalunya as a consolidated research group and has published more than 110 articles in prestigious 

international journals. In 2011, joining chemistry graduates to the research group gave rise to the 

possibility of starting a new line of research derived from the previous one, which deals with the study 

of the neuropsychopharmacology of new psychostimulant compounds synthetized by us. We are not 

only the pioneers in this field, but also the only Spanish research group that carries out preclinical studies 

with these new drugs of abuse and has published about them. After characterizing the psychostimulant 

effect of these new derivatives, we addressed  their pharmacokinetics as well as PK/PD studies. In 

parallel, we have assessed their addictive and sensitizing properties, and also the impact of their co-

administration with alcohol, the drug most commonly consumed together with cathinones, which 

represents an important addictive challenge. In 2015 we obtained a grant focused on the study of the 

effects of MDPV abuse in adolescence and post-cocaine vulnerability. The interest of the research group 

in improving health worldwide is one of our main commitments. Therefore, after demonstrating that 

use of MDPV in adolescence increases vulnerability to cocaine in adulthood (last project awarded), these 

results were widely disseminated in the media. The results were reported by social networks and radio 

and television stations, with the aim of alerting the population about the health consequences of the 

use and abuse of new psychostimulant substances. In parallel, we have established new models to 

evaluate the effects of psychostimulants, not only in rats and mice, but also in Zebrafish. In recent years 

we have established scientific collaboration with different international research groups, which has 

contributed to expand our horizons. Thus, we are currently collaborating in an international project 

grant by NATO, and we lead a European project promoted by JUST-2020-AG-DRUGS, which is 

responsible for promoting action to support transnational projects in the area of EU drugs policy. This 

new line of work inaugurates a new trend to allow early identification and characterization of new 

psychostimulants/hallucinogens with high abuse liability or able to induce psychedelic effects, using a 

novel predictive strategy. This is a new strategy to prevent the spread, use and abuse of new drugs. No 

one is unaware of the importance and transcendence in Public Health that this project implies. As the 

main aim our future research we consider the search for new recreational drugs with a specific profile 

to be used for therapeutic purposes. 

14.30 EST In silico studies on recreational drugs: 3D-QSAR prediction of classified and de novo designer benzodiazepines 

V. Catalani, G. Floresta G, M. Botha, J.M. Corkery, A. Guirguis, A. Vento, V. Abbate, F. Schifano, Psychopharmacology, Drug 

Misuse and Novel Psychoactive Substances Research Unit, School of Life and Medical Sciences, University of Hertfordshire, 

United Kingdom  

Valeria Catalani is PhD student on final year of her project entitled ‚ÄúAnalysing and assessing the 

current web-based Novel Psychoactive Substances (NPS) scenarios: developing a theoretical model to 

predict future drug issues in the real world‚Äù at the Psychopharmacology, Drug Misuse & Novel 
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Psychoactive Substances Research Unit, University of Hertfordshire. She has a master‚Äôs degree in 

Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies (Rome, La Sapienza University, 2010) with special interest 

in New Psychoactive Substances and computational chemistry. Works experience includes Antidoping, 

Forensic, Mass Spectrometry and computational modelling. 

14.45–15.00 EST Break  

15.00 EST Flipped point-of-use detection of psychoactive substances by coupling Raman spectroscopy to computational 

approaches  

J. Calvo-Castro, S.N. Tchakounte, V. Guarino, A.A. Ahmed, J.L. Stair, University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom  

Dr Jesus Calvo-Castro is a Senior Lecturer in Pharmaceutical Chemistry in the School of Life and Medical 

Sciences at the University of Hertfordshire. His expertise is in the development of novel organic-based 

materials that can be exploited in optoelectronic applications, ranging from the detection of small 

molecule analytes (ChemComm 2015, 51, 1143-1146) to preferential bioaccumulation in subcellular 

organelles (Chem. Eur. J. 2020, 26, 3173-3180, hot paper). He holds a BSc (Hons) in Chemistry from the 

University of the West of Scotland (UWS) as well as a BSc (Hons) in Chemistry from the University of 

Extremadura (Spain) and PhD in physical chemistry from UWS (2015). He continued at UWS as a PDRA 

working on the optical detection of nitroaromatic based explosives before moving to UH as a PDRA to 

work on the development of novel detection methods for psychoactive substances (RSC Adv. 2018, 8, 

31924). He became Lecturer in pharmaceutical chemistry at the same institution in 2017 and was 

promoted to Senior Lecturer two years later. Jesus has given invited talks at the European Commission 

and at the Interpol on novel sensing applications for biologically relevant analytes. His work makes use 

of quantum mechanics in the understanding of non-covalent intermolecular interactions in these 

organic materials which further paves the way for the design of superior alternatives (J. Mat. Chem. C 

2017, 5, 3993-3998 and 2019, 7, 2029-2036). His research has been externally funded by the Royal 

Society of Chemistry, the Analytical Chemistry Trust Fund, the Chemical Structure Association and the 

Brazilian Government Agency for Research (CNPq). 

15.15 EST Structure-activity relationships of novel synthetic substituted lysergamides and tryptamines at the human 

serotonin 2a receptor  

D.E. Kim, H.J.J. Kim, A.L. Brandt, M. Patel, N. Mladjenovic, F. Langlois, R.B. Laprairie, College of Pharmacy and Nutrition, 

University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada  

College of Pharmacy and Nutrition, University of Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Canada 

15.30 EST Understanding the evolving nature of novel psychoactive substances: a scientometric perspective 

G. Esposito, University of Trento, Italy 

Gianluca Esposito is a Clinical Neuroscientist qualified to advance the ongoing investigations on social 

and affective relationships contributing to strengths in human electrophysiology and neuroimaging, 

complex data modeling, and comparative physiological assessment with the aim of studying Social 

Interaction.  He has applied neuroimaging (fMRI; fNIRS, EEG) genetic, and behavioral protocols, often 

comparing typical and atypical trajectories. His has been recognized several times by a number of 

agencies from Europe, Singapore, Japan, USA and UAE. He has authored 219 peer-review papers, 22 

book chapters, and 1 co-edited book; Citations 4594; h-index 39; i10-index 89, data from Google 

Scholar).  Furthermore, his studies have been published in different fields (Clinical Psychology, Biology, 

Neuroscience, Education), using multiple technologies (e.g. fNIRS; EEG, fMRI, ECG, EMG, GSR, Animal 

models; genetic assessments; pharmacological manipulations) reflecting strong independent thinking 

and attention to the bigger picture more than to the specific of a single research field. 

15.45–16.00 EST Q&A  

16.00–16.15 EST Break  

17.00 EST End of Day 2  
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DAY 3: Wednesday 26 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Parallel session IX  

Monitoring NPS markets (I) 

Moderators: Gianluca Esposito (University of Trento) and Marija Prilutskaya (Semey Medical University) 

11.00 EST Trends in the international use of novel psychoactive substances through wastewater analysis  

R. Bade, University of Queensland, Australia 

Dr Richard Bade is an Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow within the Queensland Alliance for 

Environmental Health Sciences at The University of Queensland. He obtained his PhD from the University 

Jaume I, Castellon, Spain in 2016, which focussed on analytical tools for the investigation of licit and illicit 

drug residues in water before joining the Population Health Chemistry Group at the University of South 

Australia from 2017 - 2021, where his research focussed on the development of quantitative and 

qualitative methods for the determination of illicit drugs in wastewater. His current research interests 

are associated with the development of analytical methods for the determination of new psychoactive 

substances in wastewater. These methods have been applied locally, nationwide and internationally to 

provide an insight on their prevalence. 

11.15 EST Epidemiology of emerging novel psychoactive substances in the United States using pooled medical examiner 

records  

C.L. Shover, R. Romero, J.R. Friedman, G. Sixx, D. Goodman-Meza, University of California Los Angeles, United States of 

America 

Chelsea L. Shover, PhD is an epidemiologist and Assistant Professor-in-Residence at the University of 

California Los Angeles School of Medicine in the Division of General Internal Medicine and Health 

Services Research. She completed her PhD in Epidemiology at the University of California Los Angeles 

and a postdoctoral fellowship in Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Stanford University. Her research 

focuses on substance use, infectious disease, and their shared social and structural risk factors. Her 2019 

study on the changed association between cannabis laws and opioid overdose mortality was named 

among that year‚Äôs top 10 Proceeding of the National Academy of Science papers contributing to public 

understanding of science. She co-authored a report published in The Lancet: ‚ÄúResponding to the 

opioid crisis in North America and beyond: recommendations of the Stanford‚ÄìLancet Commission.‚Äù 

Alongside her academic work, she has served as an epidemiologist in government and non-profit 

positions, most recently as Supervising Epidemiologist for the Los Angeles County Department of Public 

Health‚Äôs COVID-19 response in homeless shelters and encampments. Supported by a Career 

Development Award from the National Institute on Drug Abuse, her lab‚Äôs current projects include 

methods to use rapidly available overdose data to inform public health policy, as well as community-

based implementation of harm reduction strategies. Using medical examiner data, her team has 

identified key local drug supply changes (i.e., fentanyl‚Äôs westward spread; xylazine‚Äôs increasing 

presence in various markets) and then worked with policymakers and community organizations to 

improve on-the-ground overdose prevention. 

11.30 EST Health Canada Drug Analysis Service (DAS) data story: how to use enforcement data in support of harm 

reduction initiatives  

M.L. Gilbert, M. Boileau Falardeau, M. Hrynkiw, C Leung Soo, O.W. Smith Lépine, C. Maurice Gélinas, J. Pitre, B. 

Archambault, Drug Analysis Service, Laboratories Division, Regulatory Operations and Enforcement Branch, Health 

Canada, Government of Canada, Canada 

Marie-Line Gilbert is a senior epidemiologist (researcher/analyst) with the Health Canada Drug Analysis 

Service. She is also trained has a field epidemiologist and she has worked on significant files over the last 

15 years including the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Games , the H1N1 pandemic, the Opioid overdoses crisis 
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and the current COVID-19 pandemic. She has joined the Health Canada Drug Analysis Service in 2019 

where her principal mandate is to support the national director‚Äôs office by coordinating the harm 

reduction activities and data analytics. 

11.45 EST Adulterants in samples of cocaine and NPS analysed in 2017–2020 in the forensic laboratory of the National 

Anti-Drug Secretariat, Paraguay In Spanish, with simultaneous translation into English (online)  

R. Galeano, L. Sanchez, J. Sosa, N. Pedernera, L. Arevalos, R. Benitez, F. Barboza, Secretaria Nacional Antidrogas (SENAD), 

Paraguay 

El Lic. Quim. Ricardo Galeano Chena ocupa actualmente el cargo de Director en el Laboratorio Forense 

Especializado de la Secretaria Nacional Antidrogas, Paraguay. En el ano 2003 obtuvo el diploma de 

tecnico en analisis clinicos ejerciendo la actividad por mas de 10 anos en laboratorios privados, en el ano 

2012 obtuvo el titulo de Licenciado en Ciencias Mencin Quimica por la Facultad de Ciencias Exactas y 

Naturales (FACEN) de la Universidad Nacional de Asuncion, actualmente cursando el programa de 

Maestria en Quimica Organica con  √ânfasis en  Fitoquimica Medicinal y Sinteticos Bioactivos 

(Universidad Nacional de Asuncion). As√≠ tambin obtuvo un Diplomado en toxicologia legal y Forense . 

Forma parte del equipo de investigacion en el marco del proyecto del conacyt en Ensayos Biologicos con 

Productos Naturales y Bioactivos en el Departamento de Medicina Tropical del Instituto de 

Investigaciones en Ciencias de la Salud- IICS de la Universidad Nacional de Asuncion. Es experto tecnico 

del Organismo Nacional de Acreditacion de Paraguay (ONA) √°rea de laboratorio de ensayo. Miembro 

de TIAFT (Asociacion Internacional de Toxicologos Forense) Posee trabajos cientificos en el ambito de la 

Fitoquimica y drogas de abuso. 

12.00–12.15 EST Q&A  

12.15–12.30 EST Break  

 

Parallel session X  

Monitoring NPS markets (II)  

Moderators: Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire) and Mandy Mohr (CFSRE)  

11.00 EST Reducing misdeclaration of NPS (online)  

A. Rahman, Department of Narcotics Control, Ministry of Home Affairs, Dhaka, Bangladesh  

Md. Ashanur Rahman , Deputy Dictator,  Department of Narcotics Control Ministry of Home Affairs, 

Dhaka ,Bangladesh has been Working for more than 20 years  in different fields  as Drug detection, 

Intelligence gathering and administration, Date of Birth 23rd September,1968. Academic Discipline- 

Mathematics. Citizen Bangladeshi by born. Hobby - Travelling, Reading.    

11.15 EST Laboratory and instrumental indicators of cardiac disorders in people with NPS addiction (online) 

A. Shukimbayeva, M. Prilutskaya, Semey Medical University, Kazakhstan 

Ainur Shukimbayeva graduated Semey Medical University (Kazakhstan) in 2008 and has specialized in 

cardiology for 13 years. She is an author of 10 publications. Her research interests as a PhD students 

embrace toxicological cardiology, particularly NPS harms. Ainur consults NPS users regularly as a web 

autreach specialist in Kazakstan. 

11.30 EST Preventing drug harm in Aotearoa, New Zealand. Part 2. The role of drug-checking services in detecting NPS 

and the associated challenges (online)  

L.M. Clark, C.S. Johnson, O.E. Johnson, D. Kappatos, H.K. Partington, G. Powell, K.A.J. Walsh, Institute of Environmental 

Science and Research Ltd (ESR), New Zealand  

Lisa Clark BForSci (Hons) is a Senior Technician in the Forensic Drug Chemistry team at ESR. Lisa has over 

6 years experience as a forensic drug analyst in both Australia and New Zealand. In her current role, Lisa 

is involved in multiple research projects related to drug and substance checking and drug use at music 
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festivals. She also works collaboratively with other drug checking service providers to create robust 

scientifically valid methods for drug checking in New Zealand. 

11.45 EST Profiling users of image and performance enhancing drugs during the COVID-19 lockdown: a cross-cultural 

perspective  

I, De Luca, F. Di Carlo, J. Burkauskas, A. R. Dores, H. Fujiwara, C. Monteiro, G. Martinotti, M. di Giannantonio, G. Sani, O. 

Corazza, School of Life and Medical Sciences, University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom  

Francesco Di Carlo is a psychiatrist and earned his medical degree at the University of Milano-Bicocca, 

Italy. He is currently a PhD student at the Department of Neuroscience, Imaging and Clinical Sciences, 

University of Chieti, Italy. He actively collaborates with Prof Ornella Corazza at Hertfordshire University, 

UK. He has collaborated on several international projects focused on the treatment of addictive 

disorders and the epidemiology of NPS. His main research interests are dual diagnosis, behavioral 

addictions and novel therapeutic strategies for the management of addictive disorders. 

12.00–12.15 EST Q&A  

12.15–12.30 EST Break  

 

Closing session  

13.00 EST End of conference 


