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DAY 1: Monday 24 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Opening session 09.00–09.30 EST 

 

Chair: M.J. Menendez, Centre for Forensic Science Research & Education (CFSRE) 

 

Dr. MJ Menendez (CFSRE) 

M.J. Menendez, J.D., joined the Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) at the Fredric Rieders 

Foundation in July of 2019.  M.J. serves at CSFRE as General Counsel and Chairperson of the Board of Directors.  Before 

joining CSFRE, M.J. was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the District of Colorado for thirteen years. During those years, M.J. 

was the Department of Justice’s Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces’ Opioid  / Fentanyl Special Projects 

Coordinator from 2014 to 2019.  M.J. was a state court prosecutor and a district court judge in the State of Colorado for 

thirteen years.  M.J. was a founding member of the International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED) and she 

currently serves as secretary of ISSED. M.J. is passionate about the integration of medicolegal death investigation, forensic 

pathology, and forensic toxicology into timely and informed public health responses and interventions relating to NPS. 

 

Professor Ornella Corazza, University of Hertfordshire  

Prof Ornella Corazza is a Professor of Addiction Science at the University of Hertfordshire in the United Kingdom, where 

she leads multidisciplinary research on NPS. Results of her work have been presented in over hundred peer-reviewed 

publications. Her academic achievements have been recognized with various prizes and award nominations, including 

the 2013 European Health Award. She is a co-opted member of the Internet-Facilitated Drug Markets Working Group for 

the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD) and serves as an expert advisor for policy makers internationally. 

Prof Corazza is the President of the new International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs. The basic theme of her 

research is to find out new strategies to improve health and wellbeing, while promoting multidisciplinary approaches and 

international cooperation. 

 

Dr. Roumen Sedefov, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) 

Dr Roumen Sedevof is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2001 and 

currently holds the position of Head of Unit, Supply reduction and new drugs. Before joining the EMCDDA, Dr Sedefov 

has worked as an advisor to the European Commission for various drug programmes.  His professional career includes a 

NIDA fellowship at the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, as well as various international assignments, including with 

the World Health Organisation. A Bulgarian national, Dr Sedefov holds a degree in medicine and specialty in psychiatry. 

 

Dr. Justice Tettey, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Dr. Justice Tettey is the Chief of the Drugs, Laboratory and Scientific Services Branch at the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC). The branch is responsible for the implementation of the office’s Global Scientific and Forensic 

Services Programme and the Global Synthetic Drugs Monitoring Analysis Reporting and Trends (SMART) Programme and 

has led the UNODC response to the NPS issue, including through monitoring and trend analysis using its Global Early 

Warning Advisory, and provision of technical support to the forensic and law enforcement communities. Justice Tettey 

holds a Bachelor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Science & Technology, Ghana and a Master of Science in 

Pharmaceutical Analysis and PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences, from the Strathclyde University, Glasgow. He started his 

career in medicines regulation with the Ghana Pharmacy Board. Following completion of a Glaxo-Wellcome Postdoctoral 

Fellowship for research in chemical toxicology at the Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of 
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Liverpool Medical School, he joined the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences, University of 

Strathclyde in 2000, and led research in Pharmaceutical Analysis and Drug Metabolism, in addition to teaching on the 

Master of Pharmacy and Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Analysis programmes until 2008. Justice Tettey is a Fellow 

of the Royal Society of Chemistry of the United Kingdom; Fellow of the United Kingdom Higher Education Academy and 

Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ghana. He has served as a Member of the British Pharmacopoeia Commission 

Expert Panel on Biological and Biotechnology Products (2003 – 2014); Visiting/Honorary Lecturer at the Department of 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of Liverpool Medical School (2000-2006) and Strathclyde Institute for 

Biomedical Sciences, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow (2008-2010). 

 

Dr. Olivier Rabin, World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

Effective July 2021, Dr. Olivier Rabin assumed the role of Senior Director, Science and Medicine. In this capacity, Dr. Rabin 

oversees the List of Prohibited Substances and Methods (List), the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP), the areas of scientific 

research, medical, and anti-doping laboratories, while also establishing international partnerships in the fields of science 

and medicine. Olivier joined WADA as Science Director in 2002 and was later named Executive Director, Science and 

International Partnerships. Over the years, Olivier has established an international reputation as an expert in 

pharmaceutical research and development. Prior to joining WADA, he worked for over seven years for IPSEN Pharma, in 

the United Kingdom and in France, in the fields of research and business development. In this capacity, he was responsible 

for international development of new medicines and led scientific and medical teams for in-depth assessment of projects. 

Prior to his work at IPSEN, Olivier was a principal investigator of research in pharmacology and toxicology for government 

organizations, including having spent four years at the National Institutes of Health in the United States, where he was 

responsible for a cerebral ischemia program and development of pharmacological strategies for brain neuroprotection. 

He also worked at the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale in Paris (France). Over the course of his 

career, Olivier has been instrumental in establishing partnerships with high profile public or private organizations. Olivier 

has a PhD in fundamental and applied toxicology and a degree in biomedical engineering. He is the author of numerous 

scientific publications and books in anti-doping and emerging drugs in sports. 

 

Dr. Barry Logan, Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) 

Dr. Barry Logan is Executive Director at the non-profit Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) at the 

Fredric Rieders Family Foundation in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.   He is also Chief Scientist at NMS Labs in Horsham PA, 

where he leads a team of forensic toxicologists and certifying scientists.  He holds academic appointments at Arcadia, 

Thomas Jefferson and Indiana Universities in the United States. Dr. Logan is a Fellow of the American Board of Forensic 

Toxicologists (ABFT), and has over 200 publications and has made over 700 presentations in forensic toxicology and 

analytical chemistry, including work on the effects of illicit and prescription drugs on drivers, and drug caused and related 

death.  His current research priorities are focused on new drug trends, the opioid crisis, rapid reporting of drug mortality 

data, and the analytical and interpretive toxicology and chemistry of novel psychoactive substances, founding 

www.NPSDiscovery.org in 2018. Dr Logan‚Äôs contributions to the field of toxicology were recognized in 2021 by the 

International Association of Forensic Toxicologists (TIAFT) presentation of the Alan Curry Lifetime Career Achievement 

Award. 
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Plenary session I 09.30–10.15 EST 

Chairs: Roumen Sedefov (EMCDDA) and Emily Lockhart (US Drug Enforcement Administration) 

 

Dr. Roumen Sedefov, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) 

Dr Roumen Sedevof is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2001 and 

currently holds the position of Head of Unit, Supply reduction and new drugs. Before joining the EMCDDA, Dr Sedefov 

has worked as an advisor to the European Commission for various drug programmes.  His professional career includes a 

NIDA fellowship at the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, as well as various international assignments, including with 

the World Health Organisation. A Bulgarian national, Dr Sedefov holds a degree in medicine and specialty in psychiatry. 

 

Dr. Emily Lockhart (US Drug Enforcement Administration) 

Emily Lockhart is a Senior Forensic Chemist at the United States Drug Enforcement Administration‚Äôs (DEA) Special 

Testing and Research Laboratory in Dulles, Virginia.  She earned her Bachelor of Science degrees in Forensic Science and 

Chemistry from Virginia Commonwealth University and her Master of Science in Forensic Science from George 

Washington University. She was a member of the DEA‚Äôs Emerging Trends Program from its creation in 2011 until it was 

dissolved in 2020. At that time, she transferred to the Fentanyl Profiling Program. She routinely performs forensic analysis 

of seized drug material and provides training to local, state, and federal law enforcement officers and forensic chemists.  

Her professional interests include the extraction of intelligence from forensic data, particularly in the case of new and 

emerging drugs of abuse.  She is certified in clandestine laboratory investigation and is a member of the Clandestine 

Laboratory Investigating Chemists (CLIC) Association. She is also a member of the International Society for the Study of 

Emerging Drugs. In addition to her duties as a forensic chemist, Ms. Lockhart serves as coordinator for the DEA Forensic 

Chemist Seminar. Ms. Lockhart also has experience as an adjunct professor at Virginia Commonwealth University teaching 

Advanced Drug Analysis to Master of Science degree candidates in the Forensic Sciences program. Additionally, she 

recently collaborated on a book titled Emerging Drugs in Sport where she wrote a chapter titled ‚ÄúForensic Analysis of 

Seized Drugs‚Äù. 

 

 

Keynote I — A decade of NPS control — a success story? 09.30–09.50 EST 

Dr. Justice Tettey, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Dr. Justice Tettey is the Chief of the Drugs, Laboratory and Scientific Services Branch at the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC). The branch is responsible for the implementation of the office’s Global Scientific and Forensic 

Services Programme and the Global Synthetic Drugs Monitoring Analysis Reporting and Trends (SMART) Programme and 

has led the UNODC response to the NPS issue, including through monitoring and trend analysis using its Global Early 

Warning Advisory, and provision of technical support to the forensic and law enforcement communities. Justice Tettey 

holds a Bachelor of Pharmacy degree from the University of Science & Technology, Ghana and a Master of Science in 

Pharmaceutical Analysis and PhD in Pharmaceutical Sciences, from the Strathclyde University, Glasgow. He started his 

career in medicines regulation with the Ghana Pharmacy Board. Following completion of a Glaxo-Wellcome Postdoctoral 

Fellowship for research in chemical toxicology at the Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of 

Liverpool Medical School, he joined the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences, University of 

Strathclyde in 2000, and led research in Pharmaceutical Analysis and Drug Metabolism, in addition to teaching on the 

Master of Pharmacy and Master of Science in Pharmaceutical Analysis programmes until 2008. Justice Tettey is a Fellow 

of the Royal Society of Chemistry of the United Kingdom; Fellow of the United Kingdom Higher Education Academy and 

Member of the Pharmaceutical Society of Ghana. He has served as a Member of the British Pharmacopoeia Commission 

Expert Panel on Biological and Biotechnology Products (2003 – 2014); Visiting/Honorary Lecturer at the Department of 

Pharmacology and Therapeutics, University of Liverpool Medical School (2000-2006) and Strathclyde Institute for 

Biomedical Sciences, University of Strathclyde, Glasgow (2008-2010).  
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Keynote II — NPS situation and early-warning systems in Latin America 09.50–10.10 EST 

Marya Hynes, Inter-American Observatory on Drugs (OID) 

Marya Hynes is the Head of the Inter-American Observatory on Drugs (OID), the research and analysis branch of the Inter-

American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), where she has worked since 1997. She received her Master's degree 

in Health Sciences from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health in 1997, specializing in the epidemiology of 

addiction and psychiatric disorders. At CICAD, Ms. Hynes develops and leads epidemiology-based research programs to 

monitor and evaluate the drug problem in the Western Hemisphere. Prior to her work at CICAD, Ms. Hynes was the 

assistant director of the Prescott House in Arlington, Massachusetts, a treatment facility for young adults in recovery 

from substance abuse and psychiatric illness. Ms. Hynes has authored various reports and scientific articles on drug use 

in the Americas. She is a member of the scientific advisory board for the UNODC World Drug Report and other 

international working groups. Her leadership in drug use epidemiology in Latin America and the Caribbean has received 

international recognition. Ms. Hynes speaks English, Spanish, and Portuguese fluently. 
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Parallel sessions 

 

Parallel session I — Detection, identification and characterisation — NPS in physical samples 10.15–12.45 EST  

Moderators: Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA) and Richard Bade (University of Queensland, Australia) 

 

Dr. Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA)  

Dr Ana Gallegos is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2009 and currently 

holds the position of Head of Sector, Action on new drugs. She is responsible, amongst others, for the coordination of the 

European Union Early Warning System on new psychoactive substances. A Spanish national, she holds a PhD in theoretical 

and computational chemistry from the University of Girona. She has published over 50 research papers, including peer-

reviewed articles, technical reports and book chapters in the field of theoretical and computational chemistry. She has 

also contributed to over 80 EMCDDA technical reports and publications. 

 

Dr. Richard Bade (University of Queensland, Australia) 

Dr Richard Bade is an Australian Research Council DECRA Fellow within the Queensland Alliance for Environmental Health 

Sciences at The University of Queensland. He obtained his PhD from the University Jaume I, Castellon, Spain in 2016, 

which focussed on analytical tools for the investigation of licit and illicit drug residues in water before joining the 

Population Health Chemistry Group at the University of South Australia from 2017 - 2021, where his research focussed 

on the development of quantitative and qualitative methods for the determination of illicit drugs in wastewater. His 

current research interests are associated with the development of analytical methods for the determination of new 

psychoactive substances in wastewater. These methods have been applied locally, nationwide and internationally to 

provide an insight on their prevalence. 

 

 

Parallel session II — NPS use settings, experience and trends 10.15–12.45 EST 

Moderators: Roumen Sedefov (EMCDDA) and Conor Crean (UNODC) 

 

Dr. Roumen Sedefov, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) 

Dr Roumen Sedevof is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2001 and 

currently holds the position of Head of Unit, Supply reduction and new drugs. Before joining the EMCDDA, Dr Sedefov 

has worked as an advisor to the European Commission for various drug programmes.  His professional career includes a 

NIDA fellowship at the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, as well as various international assignments, including with 

the World Health Organisation. A Bulgarian national, Dr Sedefov holds a degree in medicine and specialty in psychiatry. 

 

Dr. Conor Crean (UNODC) 

Dr. Conor Crean has been a Scientific Affairs Officer with the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

Laboratory and Scientific Service for more than 10 years and is the manager of the Global Scientific and Forensic Services 

Support project which complements UNODC activities to ensure that Member States have access to and use quality 

forensic science data, information and tools in their efforts against drugs, in particular synthetic drugs, and crime. 
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Parallel session III — Detection, identification and characterisation — NPS in biological samples 14.00–16.00 EST  

Moderators: Paul Dargan (King's College London) and Valeria Catalani (University of Hertfordshire) 

 

Professor Paul Dargan (King's College London) 

Paul Dargan is a Consultant Physician and Professor of Clinical Toxicology at Guy‚Äôs and St Thomas‚Äô NHS Foundation 

Trust in London. He has a specialist clinical and research interest in recreational drug, new psychoactive substance and 

heavy metal toxicity. He has an active research programme with research collaborators in the UK, Europe, North America, 

Africa, Australasia and Asia across a range of projects related to recreational drug toxicity, new psychoactive substances, 

self-poisoning and heavy metal toxicity. He has published over 360 peer-reviewed papers and numerous book chapters. 

He is a member of the UK Commission on Human Medicines and an expert advisor to a number of UK and International 

bodies including the UK Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD), the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and 

Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

 

Valeria Catalani (University of Hertfordshire) 

Valeria Catalani is a PhD student on final year of her project entitled ‚ÄúAnalysing and assessing the current web-based 

Novel Psychoactive Substances (NPS) scenarios: developing a theoretical model to predict future drug issues in the real 

world‚Äù at the Psychopharmacology, Drug Misuse & Novel Psychoactive Substances Research Unit, University of 

Hertfordshire. She has a master‚Äôs degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies (Rome, La Sapienza University, 

2010) with special interest in New Psychoactive Substances and computational chemistry. Works experience includes 

Antidoping, Forensic, Mass Spectrometry and computational modelling. 

 

 

Parallel session IV — Intervention, risks, harms and clinical management of NPS 14.00–16.00 EST  

Moderators: Noam Fast (Columbia University) and Elisabeth Prevete (Sapienza University) 

 

Dr. Noam Fast (Columbia University) 

Dr. Noam Fast, MD is a board certified psychiatrist in Port Jefferson, New York. He is currently licensed to practice 

medicine in New York. He is affiliated with Mather Hospital and is an Assistant Professor at Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine. 

 

Dr. Elisabeth Prevete (Sapienza University) 

Dr. Prevete is a Psychiatrist at the Unit of Psychiatry and Clinical Psychopharmacology, Local Health Department of 

Latina in Italy, Sapienza University of Rome. She is also a PhD candidate at both the Department of Human 

Neuroscience, Sapienza University of Rome and the Department of Neuropsychology and Psychopharmacology, Faculty 

of Psychology and Neuroscience, Maastricht University, Maastricht, the Netherlands. Her research interest is related to 

the clinical implications of various NPS. She is one of the Founding Members of the ISSED early career network on NPS. 
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Focus panel I: POLICY  

Spotlight on the use of data to inform public health policy and practice — the US experience 16.15–17.00 EST  

Chairs: MJ Menendez (CFSRE) and Juan Ricardo Gómez Hecht (UNODC)  

 

Dr. MJ Menendez (CFSRE) 

M.J. Menendez, J.D., joined the Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) at the Fredric Rieders 

Foundation in July of 2019.  M.J. serves at CSFRE as General Counsel and Chairperson of the Board of Directors.  Before 

joining CSFRE, M.J. was an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the District of Colorado for thirteen years.  During those years, M.J. 

was the Department of Justice’s Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Forces’ Opioid  / Fentanyl Special Projects 

Coordinator from 2014 to 2019.  M.J. was a state court prosecutor and a district court judge in the State of Colorado for 

thirteen years.  M.J. was a founding member of the International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED) and she 

currently serves as secretary of ISSED.  M.J. is passionate about the integration of medicolegal death investigation, 

forensic pathology, and forensic toxicology into timely and informed public health responses and interventions relating 

to NPS. 

 

Juan Ricardo Gómez Hecht (UNODC) 

JR Gomez Hecht is the Regional Coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Global SMART Programme of the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), which seeks to improve the capacity of targeted Member States to 

generate, manage, analyze, report, and use the information on illicit synthetic drugs. Academically he has a degree in 

Political Science, and two master's degrees: one in Public Administration and another in Human Rights and Education for 

Peace. He also holds postgraduate studies in terrorism, counterinsurgency, organized crime, governance and 

governability, democracy, and civil-military relations. Professionally, in the field of defense and security, he worked for 

25 years in the Directorate of Defense Policy of the Ministry of National Defense, the College of Higher Strategic Studies, 

and the General Inspectorate of the National Civil Police. He has a teaching experience of more than 23 years at the 

undergraduate and postgraduate levels in various universities in El Salvador, the National Academy of Public Security, the 

International Academy for Law Enforcement, the Specialized Institute of Higher Level "Captain General Gerardo Barrios 

Military School", Regional Center forTraining in Transnational Organized Crime and has been a visiting professor at several 

universities in the United States.  His areas of expertise are drug trafficking, synthetic drugs, new psychoactive substances, 

national security, internal security, strategic planning, public policy, police supervision, organized crime, and gangs in 

Central America. 

 

Presenters: 

 

Dr. Paul Wax 

MD, FACMT, American College of Medical Toxicologists, United States of America 

 

Dr. Alex Harocopos  

PhD, New York City Public Health, United States of America  

 

17.00 EST End of Day 1  

  



IX International Conference on Novel Psychoactive Substances 

9 

 

DAY 2: Tuesday 25 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Plenary session II 09.00–10.15 EST  

Chairs: Sabrina Levissianos (UNODC) and Olivier Rabin (WADA)  

 

Sabrina Levissianos (UNODC) 

Sabrina Levissianos is an Associate Drug Control Officer at the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) where 

she works for the Global Synthetics Monitoring: Analyses, Reporting and Trends (SMART) Programme. The Global SMART 

Programme aims at improving the understanding of illicit synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances globally. She 

has been serving the United Nations since 2011, contributing substantially to research products such as the Global 

Synthetic Drugs Assessment 2020 and she is actively involved in the development of the UNODC Early Warning Advisory 

on NPS. A national of Austria, Ms. Levissianos obtained a Master of Economics and International Development from the 

University of Bath, United Kingdom. 

 

Dr. Olivier Rabin, World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) 

Effective July 2021, Dr. Olivier Rabin assumed the role of Senior Director, Science and Medicine. In this capacity, Dr. Rabin 

oversees the List of Prohibited Substances and Methods (List), the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP), the areas of scientific 

research, medical, and anti-doping laboratories, while also establishing international partnerships in the fields of science 

and medicine. Olivier joined WADA as Science Director in 2002 and was later named Executive Director, Science and 

International Partnerships. Over the years, Olivier has established an international reputation as an expert in 

pharmaceutical research and development. Prior to joining WADA, he worked for over seven years for IPSEN Pharma, in 

the United Kingdom and in France, in the fields of research and business development. In this capacity, he was responsible 

for international development of new medicines and led scientific and medical teams for in-depth assessment of projects. 

Prior to his work at IPSEN, Olivier was a principal investigator of research in pharmacology and toxicology for government 

organizations, including having spent four years at the National Institutes of Health in the United States, where he was 

responsible for a cerebral ischemia program and development of pharmacological strategies for brain neuroprotection. 

He also worked at the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale in Paris (France). Over the course of his 

career, Olivier has been instrumental in establishing partnerships with high profile public or private organizations. Olivier 

has a PhD in fundamental and applied toxicology and a degree in biomedical engineering. He is the author of numerous 

scientific publications and books in anti-doping and emerging drugs in sports. 

 

Keynote III — EU Early Warning System: 25 years of monitoring and responding to new drugs in Europe 09.30–09.50 EST 

Dr. Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA)  

Dr Ana Gallegos is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2009 and currently 

holds the position of Head of Sector, Action on new drugs. She is responsible, amongst others, for the coordination of the 

European Union Early Warning System on new psychoactive substances. A Spanish national, she holds a PhD in theoretical 

and computational chemistry from the University of Girona. She has published over 50 research papers, including peer-

reviewed articles, technical reports and book chapters in the field of theoretical and computational chemistry. She has 

also contributed to over 80 EMCDDA technical reports and publications. 

 

Keynote IV — From global to local policies: what can we learn from Panama’s anti-doping? 09.50–10.10 EST 

Saul Saucedo, President of the Regional Anti-Doping Organization of Central America 

Specialist in sports medicine and Leader in the fight against Doping since 2004, Dr Saul SaucedoI is a health specialist with 

experience in the development of multiple aspects of anti-doping programs. He and has extensive experience in the 
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development of policies and projects in the sports and anti-doping area at a national and international level. President of 

the National Anti-Doping Organization of Panama and recognized as the President of the Pan American Regional Anti-

Doping Organization. 

Parallel sessions 

 

Parallel session V — NPS pharmacology and toxicology 10.15–12.30 EST  

Moderators: Irene Mazzoni (WADA) and Christophe Stove (Ghent University) 

 

Dr. Irene Mazzoni (WADA) 

Dr Irene Mazzoni is the Associate Director, Prohibited List, at the Department of Science & Medicine at WADA. She joined 

WADA in 2005, initially as Manager of the Prohibited List and Research, bringing together her passion for sports and 

science. Irene holds Licentiate degrees in Chemistry and in Biological Analysis from the University of Buenos Aires in her 

native Argentina and obtained a Ph.D. in Neuroscience from University of Montreal in her adopted country, Canada. 

Before joining WADA, Irene worked in clinical endocrinology for several years, and following her Ph.D., her research in 

academia and biotechnology centered mainly in factors affecting brain cells and in diagnostic assay development. 

 

Professor Christophe Stove (Ghent University) 

Christophe Stove, PharmD, PhD is associate-professor at Ghent University, heading the Laboratory of Toxicology at the 

Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences. Besides teaching some 5 courses (amongst which toxicology, drug toxicity and 

bioanalysis), he directs the Lab‚Äôs service activities (forensic toxicology and reference lab activities (Ref4U)) and steers 

the research. The latter covers applied cell biology, as well as bioanalysis. Topics include the evaluation of signaling at 

selected G protein-coupled receptors, the development of bio-assays as an alternative drug screening approach in 

forensic toxicology, as well as vitamer analysis, and microsampling applications and associated challenges. The lab‚Äôs 

work has resulted in several national and international awards and prizes. Dr. Stove has an extensive publication record 

(>200 publications; with over 100 publications during the past 4 years), with many publications in leading journals in the 

field, and serves as a lead author on the vast majority of these. He has been cited ~4000 times (ISI), has an H-index of 36, 

is editorial board member of several journals, provides on average 75 peer reviews per year, has served in over 60 PhD 

evaluation committees as well as in numerous (inter)national selection committees, was the promotor of 15 defended 

PhD‚Äôs and currently supervises 8 PhD students. He is currently Board/Council Member of 3 national (BLT, KBGGG, 

BEMS) and 2 international (TIAFT and IATDMCT) organizations. 

 

 

Parallel session VI — Policy and legislation 10.15–12.45 EST  

Moderators: Juan Ricardo Gómez Hecht (UNODC) and Vicknasingam Balasingam Kasinather (University Sains Malaysia) 

 

Juan Ricardo Gómez Hecht (UNODC) 

JR Gomez Hecht is the Regional Coordinator for Latin America and the Caribbean of the Global SMART Programme of the 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), which seeks to improve the capacity of targeted Member States to 

generate, manage, analyze, report, and use the information on illicit synthetic drugs. Academically he has a degree in 

Political Science, and two master's degrees: one in Public Administration and another in Human Rights and Education for 

Peace. He also holds postgraduate studies in terrorism, counterinsurgency, organized crime, governance and 

governability, democracy, and civil-military relations. Professionally, in the field of defense and security, he worked for 

25 years in the Directorate of Defense Policy of the Ministry of National Defense, the College of Higher Strategic Studies, 

and the General Inspectorate of the National Civil Police. He has a teaching experience of more than 23 years at the 

undergraduate and postgraduate levels in various universities in El Salvador, the National Academy of Public Security, the 
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International Academy for Law Enforcement, the Specialized Institute of Higher Level "Captain General Gerardo Barrios 

Military School", Regional Center forTraining in Transnational Organized Crime and has been a visiting professor at several 

universities in the United States.  His areas of expertise are drug trafficking, synthetic drugs, new psychoactive substances, 

national security, internal security, strategic planning, public policy, police supervision, organized crime, and gangs in 

Central America. 

 

Professor Vicknasingam Balasingam Kasinather (University Sains Malaysia) 

B.Vicknasingam, PhD, Professor, Centre for Drug Research, Universiti Sains Malaysia, 11800, Penang, Malaysia 

 

 

Parallel session VII — Early-warning systems and toxicovigilance 14.00–16.00 EST 

Moderators: Sabrina Levissianos (UNODC) and Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire) 

 

Sabrina Levissianos (UNODC) 

Sabrina Levissianos is an Associate Drug Control Officer at the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) where 

she works for the Global Synthetics Monitoring: Analyses, Reporting and Trends (SMART) Programme. The Global SMART 

Programme aims at improving the understanding of illicit synthetic drugs and new psychoactive substances globally. She 

has been serving the United Nations since 2011, contributing substantially to research products such as the Global 

Synthetic Drugs Assessment 2020 and she is actively involved in the development of the UNODC Early Warning Advisory 

on NPS. A national of Austria, Ms. Levissianos obtained a Master of Economics and International Development from the 

University of Bath, United Kingdom. 

 

Dr. Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire) 

Dr. Negri is MD, Pharmacologist and Clinical Toxicologist, has an expertise in Substance Use Disorders treatment and 

Psychopharmacology. He co-authored several peer-reviewed publications and collaborated with NPS Research Team at 

the University of Hertforshire. He is currently working at the Department of Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders, 

ASST Santi Paolo e Carlo, Milan, Italy. 

 

 

Parallel session VIII — Computational and targeted research projects on NPS 14.00–16.00 EST 

Moderators: Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA) and Francesco Botré (University of Lausanne) 

 

Dr. Ana Gallegos (EMCDDA)  

Dr Ana Gallegos is with the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA) since 2009 and currently 

holds the position of Head of Sector, Action on new drugs. She is responsible, amongst others, for the coordination of the 

European Union Early Warning System on new psychoactive substances. A Spanish national, she holds a PhD in theoretical 

and computational chemistry from the University of Girona. She has published over 50 research papers, including peer-

reviewed articles, technical reports and book chapters in the field of theoretical and computational chemistry. She has 

also contributed to over 80 EMCDDA technical reports and publications. 

 

Professor Francesco Botré (University of Lausanne) 

Graduated in Chemistry and Pharmacy at the University La Sapienza (RM), in 1989 he obtained the specialization in 

Experimental Pharmacology at the University of Milan. Scientific director of the anti-doping laboratory of the Italian 
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Sports Medicine Federation, he is associate professor at the Sapienza University of Rome and lecturer in the master in 

"Chemical analysis and Forensic chemical-toxicological "of the University of Bologna. He was director of the anti-doping 

laboratory of the 2006 Turin Winter Olympics, responsible of the research of anabolics at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, 

deputy director of the laboratory anti-doping of the London 2012 Olympics. Author of about 160 scientific publications 

in international journals with referees, he continues to play with success and enthusiasm the work of scientific researcher. 

 

Focus panel II: TOXICOLOGY  

Approaches and best practices: surveillance technologies and analytical strategies for rapid identification of new and 

emerging drug threats 16.15–17.00 EST 

 

Chairs: Barry Logan (CFSRE) and Andrés-Roman Urrestarazu (University of Cambridge) 

 

Dr. Barry Logan, Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) 

Dr. Barry Logan is Executive Director at the non-profit Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) at the 

Fredric Rieders Family Foundation in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.   He is also Chief Scientist at NMS Labs in Horsham PA, 

where he leads a team of forensic toxicologists and certifying scientists.  He holds academic appointments at Arcadia, 

Thomas Jefferson and Indiana Universities in the United States. Dr. Logan is a Fellow of the American Board of Forensic 

Toxicologists (ABFT), and has over 200 publications and has made over 700 presentations in forensic toxicology and 

analytical chemistry, including work on the effects of illicit and prescription drugs on drivers, and drug caused and related 

death.  His current research priorities are focused on new drug trends, the opioid crisis, rapid reporting of drug mortality 

data, and the analytical and interpretive toxicology and chemistry of novel psychoactive substances, founding 

www.NPSDiscovery.org in 2018. Dr Logan‚Äôs contributions to the field of toxicology were recognized in 2021 by the 

International Association of Forensic Toxicologists (TIAFT) presentation of the Alan Curry Lifetime Career Achievement 

Award. 

 

Dr. Andrés-Roman Urrestarazu (University of Cambridge) 

Andres Roman-Urrestarazu, M.D., Ph.D., M.Sc., is a 2021–22 U.K. Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and Practice. He 

is Senior Research Associate at the University of Cambridge and Assistant Professor at Maastricht University and Honorary 

Consultant Clinical Academic Staff at Public Health England. Dr Roman-Urrestarazu was previously a Gillings Fellow in 

Global Public Health (2016–2020). He is a Member of the Faculty of Public Health and a Board Member of the 

International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED), and worked as Civil Servant in the Centre for Health 

Technology Evaluation (CHTE) at the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). His research lies at the 

junction of health policy and public mental health, with a focus on the intersection of health inequalities and the economic 

determinants of adverse mental health outcomes in the field of substance use and addiction. Roman-Urrestarazu’s work 

has been published in leading health policy and medical journals, including JAMA Pediatrics, BMJ, and Health Policy, and 

has directly informed policy. In 2016, he submitted evidence to the House of Commons for the UK Psychoactive 

Substances Act. He has a Ph.D. in Psychiatry from the University of Cambridge, M.D. from the University of Santiago in 

Chile, and M.Sc. in International Health Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

 

Dr. Joshua DeBord, CFSRE, United States of America  

Dr. Joshua (Josh) DeBord is a Senior Scientist at the CFSRE working in the areas of forensic toxicology and forensic 

chemistry. Dr. DeBord joined the CFSRE in 2022 and has hit the ground running on research and projects related to the 

CFSRE’s drug characterization initiatives, including our NPS Discovery program. Dr. DeBord graduated from Louisiana 

State University (LSU) with a B.A. in Anthropology. He earned his B.S., M.S., Ph.D., each in Chemistry, from Florida 

International University (FIU) in Miami, FL. Dr. DeBord’s doctoral research was conducted under the mentorship of 

Professor José Almirall on profiling and geographic provenance determination of heroin. Before joining CFSRE, Dr. DeBord 

was employed at the North Louisiana Crime Lab in Shreveport, LA, as a forensic chemist and toxicologist. Dr. DeBord and 
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two colleagues took the toxicology section from blood ethanol content analysis in 2018 to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 

accreditation for qualitative determination and quantitative measurement by March 2020. He also assisted with the 

development and implementation of the North Louisiana Crime Lab’s statistical sampling procedure to reduce backlog in 

the seized drug casework. Dr. DeBord is passionate about teaching and his research interests focus on improving the work 

experience for forensic professionals and increasing the capabilities of publicly funded forensic labs. 

 

Mei Ching, Singapore Health Sciences Authority, Singapore  

Singapore Health Sciences Authority 

 

Pirrko Krikku, University of Helsinki, Finland  

University of Helsinki, Finland 

 

17.00 EST End of Day 2  
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DAY 3: Wednesday 26 October 2022 

All times in EST 

 

Plenary session III 09.00–10.15 EST 

Chairs: Barry Logan (CFSRE) and Valeria Catalani (University of Hertfordshire) 

 

Dr. Barry Logan, Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) 

Dr. Barry Logan is Executive Director at the non-profit Center for Forensic Science Research and Education (CFSRE) at the 

Fredric Rieders Family Foundation in Willow Grove, Pennsylvania.   He is also Chief Scientist at NMS Labs in Horsham PA, 

where he leads a team of forensic toxicologists and certifying scientists.  He holds academic appointments at Arcadia, 

Thomas Jefferson and Indiana Universities in the United States. Dr. Logan is a Fellow of the American Board of Forensic 

Toxicologists (ABFT), and has over 200 publications and has made over 700 presentations in forensic toxicology and 

analytical chemistry, including work on the effects of illicit and prescription drugs on drivers, and drug caused and related 

death.  His current research priorities are focused on new drug trends, the opioid crisis, rapid reporting of drug mortality 

data, and the analytical and interpretive toxicology and chemistry of novel psychoactive substances, founding 

www.NPSDiscovery.org in 2018. Dr Logan‚Äôs contributions to the field of toxicology were recognized in 2021 by the 

International Association of Forensic Toxicologists (TIAFT) presentation of the Alan Curry Lifetime Career Achievement 

Award. 

 

Valeria Catalani (University of Hertfordshire) 

Valeria Catalani is a PhD student on final year of her project entitled ‚ÄúAnalysing and assessing the current web-based 

Novel Psychoactive Substances (NPS) scenarios: developing a theoretical model to predict future drug issues in the real 

world‚Äù at the Psychopharmacology, Drug Misuse & Novel Psychoactive Substances Research Unit, University of 

Hertfordshire. She has a master‚Äôs degree in Chemistry and Pharmaceutical Technologies (Rome, La Sapienza University, 

2010) with special interest in New Psychoactive Substances and computational chemistry. Works experience includes 

Antidoping, Forensic, Mass Spectrometry and computational modelling. 

 

Jagna Mirska-Gent 

Senior Publisher Toxicology, Biochemistry, Life Sciences, STM Journals, Elsevier, The Netherlands 

 

Saritha Bhawarlal, Elsevier, The Netherlands 

Journal Manager Elsevier, The Netherlands 

 

Dr. Andrés-Roman Urrestarazu (University of Cambridge) 

Andres Roman-Urrestarazu, M.D., Ph.D., M.Sc., is a 2021–22 U.K. Harkness Fellow in Health Care Policy and Practice. He 

is Senior Research Associate at the University of Cambridge and Assistant Professor at Maastricht University and Honorary 

Consultant Clinical Academic Staff at Public Health England. Dr Roman-Urrestarazu was previously a Gillings Fellow in 

Global Public Health (2016–2020). He is a Member of the Faculty of Public Health and a Board Member of the 

International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED), and worked as Civil Servant in the Centre for Health 

Technology Evaluation (CHTE) at the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE). His research lies at the 

junction of health policy and public mental health, with a focus on the intersection of health inequalities and the economic 

determinants of adverse mental health outcomes in the field of substance use and addiction. Roman-Urrestarazu’s work 

has been published in leading health policy and medical journals, including JAMA Pediatrics, BMJ, and Health Policy, and 

has directly informed policy. In 2016, he submitted evidence to the House of Commons for the UK Psychoactive 
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Substances Act. He has a Ph.D. in Psychiatry from the University of Cambridge, M.D. from the University of Santiago in 

Chile, and M.Sc. in International Health Policy from the London School of Economics and Political Science. 

 

Keynote V — Public health impacts of novel pharmacologically active adulterants in international drug supply 09.30–

09.50 EST 

Thom Browne, Colombo Plan, Sri Lanka  

As Chief Executive Officer at the Colombo Plan Secretariat, Thom Browne assists the Secretary General with setting 

organisation strategy, strategic plans, and vision/mission statements; mentors staff to develop skills for effective 

programme management and professional growth; identifies opportunities for programme expansion; identifies funding 

opportunities and potential donors; advises on design, marketing, promotion, delivery, and quality of programmes, 

products, and services; and assures the organisation and its mission, programmes, products, and services are consistently 

presented in strong, positive images to relevant stakeholders. Prior to this assignment Thom was the Deputy Director of 

the Office of Anticrime Programmes at the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of International Narcotics and Law 

Enforcement Affairs. He was responsible for formulation, coordination, and implementation of State Department 

strategies and programmes for drug prevention and treatment, international crime, and international law enforcement 

training academies. He developed collaborative drug prevention/treatment and anti-crime projects with donor countries 

and regional/international organisations. 

 

Keynote VI — Fight against doping in sport: raising the game 09.50–10.10 EST  

Dr. Olivier Rabin (WADA) 

Effective July 2021, Dr. Olivier Rabin assumed the role of Senior Director, Science and Medicine. In this capacity, Dr. Rabin 

oversees the List of Prohibited Substances and Methods (List), the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP), the areas of scientific 

research, medical, and anti-doping laboratories, while also establishing international partnerships in the fields of science 

and medicine. Olivier joined WADA as Science Director in 2002 and was later named Executive Director, Science and 

International Partnerships. Over the years, Olivier has established an international reputation as an expert in 

pharmaceutical research and development. Prior to joining WADA, he worked for over seven years for IPSEN Pharma, in 

the United Kingdom and in France, in the fields of research and business development. In this capacity, he was responsible 

for international development of new medicines and led scientific and medical teams for in-depth assessment of projects. 

Prior to his work at IPSEN, Olivier was a principal investigator of research in pharmacology and toxicology for government 

organizations, including having spent four years at the National Institutes of Health in the United States, where he was 

responsible for a cerebral ischemia program and development of pharmacological strategies for brain neuroprotection. 

He also worked at the Institut National de la Santé et de la Recherche Médicale in Paris (France). Over the course of his 

career, Olivier has been instrumental in establishing partnerships with high profile public or private organizations. Olivier 

has a PhD in fundamental and applied toxicology and a degree in biomedical engineering. He is the author of numerous 

scientific publications and books in anti-doping and emerging drugs in sports. 

 

Focus panel III: CLINICAL Management of NPS in clinical settings in the post-COVID-19 world 10.15–11.00 EST  

Chairs: Paul Dargan (King's College London) and Antonio Metastasio (Camden and Islington NHS Trust) 

 

Professor Paul Dargan (King's College London) 

Paul Dargan is a Consultant Physician and Professor of Clinical Toxicology at Guy and St Thomas‚ NHS Foundation Trust in 

London. He has a specialist clinical and research interest in recreational drug, new psychoactive substance and heavy 

metal toxicity. He has an active research programme with research collaborators in the UK, Europe, North America, Africa, 

Australasia and Asia across a range of projects related to recreational drug toxicity, new psychoactive substances, self-

poisoning and heavy metal toxicity. He has published over 360 peer-reviewed papers and numerous book chapters. He is 

a member of the UK Commission on Human Medicines and an expert advisor to a number of UK and International bodies 
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including the UK Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD), the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug 

Addiction (EMCDDA), the US Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

 

Dr. Antonio Metastasio (Camden and Islington NHS Trust) 

Dr Antonio Metastasio is a Medical Doctor and a Consultant Psychiatrist. Dr Metastasio has a significant 

experience as psychiatrist both in the NHS and in the independent sector. Dr Metastasio graduated Magna cum 

Laude at the University of Perugia Italy and subsequently earned two Masters degree at the King‚Äôs College 

London (Neuroscience) and at the University of Cambridge (Genomic Medicine). He trained in Geriatric 

Medicine in Italy and in Psychiatry in the United Kingdom becoming member of the Royal College of 

Psychiatrists. Dr Metatsasio has also a special interest in emerging treatments and in personalised medicine. Dr 

Metastasio has been also acting as advisor in Personalised medicine start-ups. Dr Metastasio has a special 

interest in rapid acting antidepressants, cognitive and in creativity enhancers. He has published extensively in 

the field of affective disorders, addictions, cognitive impairment and innovative treatments. 

 

Presenters: 

 

Dr. Noam Fast (Columbia University) 

Dr. Noam Fast, MD is a board certified psychiatrist in Port Jefferson, New York. He is currently licensed to practice 

medicine in New York. He is affiliated with Mather Hospital and is an Assistant Professor at Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine. 

 

Professor Giovanni Martinotti, University of Chieti-Pescara, Italy 

Giovanni Martinotti is currently Senior Researcher in Psychiatry and Academic Lead of the Research Unit on Addiction at 

the Department of Neuroscience and Imaging, University “G.d’Annunzio” of Chieti-Pescara. In his career he has developed 

a strong clinic and academic expertise in the field of substance abuse, as well as other forms of addiction including 

pathologic gambling and behavioural addictions. He is author/coauthor of more than 180 papers on peer-reviewed 

journals with impact factor and he has published 11 books as editor and 1 monograph. He is also associate editor of 

different scientific journals. He has recently been elected president of the Young Section of the Italian Society of 

Psychiatry. 

 

Professor Fabrizio Schifano, University of Hertfordshire, United Kingdom 

Professor Fabrizio Schifano; MD, FRCPsych, Dip Psychiatry, Dip Clin Pharmacology; Chair in Clinical Pharmacology and 

Therapeutics; Head of the ‘Psychopharmacology, Drugs of Misuse and Novel Psychoactive Substances’ research Unit 

School of Clinical and Phramaceutical Sciences, University of Hertfordshire (UK); European Medicines Agency (EMA); 

Member of the Specialist Advisory Group (Psychiatry). Consultant Psychiatrist; Addictions (CGL Drug and Alcohol 

Hertfordshire Recovery Services; UK); Hon Consultant Psychiatrist (Camden and Islington NHS Trust, London, UK). He is 

one of the very few physicians in Europe with training and specialist qualifications in both psychiatry and clinical 

pharmacology. Outstanding contribution has been made to several areas, including: Novel psychoactive substances/NPS; 

Internet and drugs. These are new areas of research and he has been the Principal Investigator of 6 consecutive EU 

Commission-funded, multi-centre (i.e.: 12 EU countries), NPS-based, research programme (since 2002). Awards: June 

2006: ‘START’ prize; given by the Italian Cabinet Ministers’ Presidency for my addiction research; April 2009-ongoing: 

Bronze Award (9 national points) from the Clinical Excellence Awards NHS Consultants’ scheme; October 2013: European 

Commission/EC; European Health Award to the ReDNet (Schifano as PI) for best EC-funded project; June 2015: University 

of Hertfordshire ‘Excellence in Research’ category winner. All through his specialist training in Psychiatry and Clinical 

Pharmacology he focussed his interest on the understanding of issues related to both use and misuse of psychotropic 

drugs and psychiatric comorbidities. He believes that he made substantial contribution to knowledge in the clinical 

psychopharmacology/addiction field both in the UK and in Europe.   
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Professor Owen Bowden-Jones, University College London, United Kingdom 

Professor Owen Bowden-Jones is a Consultant in Addiction Psychiatry at the CNWL Club Drug Clinic, London and an 

Honorary Professor at University College London. In 2010, Owen founded the CNWL Club Drug Clinic, an innovative 

service offering treatment for emerging drug problems including novel psychoactive substances, club drugs and online 

purchased prescription medications. The service has recently expanded to support local sexual health services as well as 

student health services at Imperial College London and University College London. Education is a particular interest and 

Owen led the development and publication of the national NEPTUNE clinical guidance and associated e-learning, co-

authored the Clinical Handbook of Club Drug and Novel Psychoactive Substances and oversaw the recently release of the 

ATOMIC mobile phone app, an educational tool covering prescription medication misuse. National roles include Chair of 

the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD) and national clinical adviser at the Office for Health Improvement 

and Disparities (OHID). Owen is a trustee of the Society for the Study of Addiction (SSA), a board member at the 

International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED) and a special adviser to the Universities UK drugs taskforce. 

His research interests include emerging drugs harms, particularly in young people. Owen contributes widely to the public 

debate on substance use and authored ‘The Drug Conversation’, a book for parents about adolescent drug use, which 

was ‘Highly Commended’ at the BMA Book Awards. He regularly speaks in a wide variety of settings including schools, 

academic conferences and policy fora. 

 

Dr. Marija Prilutskaya, Semey Medical University, Kazakhstan 

Mariya Prilutskaya, PhD, a research assistant at Semey Medical University (Pavlodar, Kazakhstan), graduated Astana 

Medical University in 2008. She has worked as a psychiatrist for ten years. The sphere of her professional interests is drug 

addiction. In the last seven years, she has focused on the problems of novel psychoactive substances in clinical practice 

of Kazakhstani doctors. With the research team of the University of Hertfordshire led by Ornella Corazza, Mariya 

Prilutskaya studies the epidemiological and clinical aspects of drug addictions caused by synthetic cannabinoids and 

cathinones in Kazakhstan. Mariya was a speaker of four sessions of  International Conferences on Novel Psychoactive 

Substances. She is a member of International Society for the Study of Emergent Drugs and International Society of 

Substance Use Professionals. She participated in development of national clinical standards for management of addictions 

caused by novel psychoactive substances. Her research activities have been supported by CADAP and UNODC. 

 

Dr. Pierluigi Simonato, Parco dei Tigli Dual Diagnosis Clinic, Italy 

Dr. Pierluigi Simonato, MD, PhD is an addiction psychiatrist who works in the Dual Diagnosis of the Italian Clinic “Parco 

dei Tigli” and is also a visiting Research Fellow for the University of Hertfordshire. His mains research interest is on 

behavioral addictions and substance related disorders. Although at the beginning of his academic career, he has already 

an extensive track records of publications and conferences presentations at national and international level. 

 

 

Parallel session IX — Monitoring NPS markets (I) 11.00–12.15 EST  

Moderators: Gianluca Esposito (University of Trento) and Marija Prilutskaya (Semey Medical University) 

 

Professor Gianluca Esposito (University of Trento)  

Prof. Gianluca Esposito is a Clinical Neuroscientist qualified to advance the ongoing investigations on social and affective 

relationships contributing to strengths in human electrophysiology and neuroimaging, complex data modeling, and 

comparative physiological assessment with the aim of studying Social Interaction.  He has applied neuroimaging (fMRI; 

fNIRS, EEG) genetic, and behavioral protocols, often comparing typical and atypical trajectories. His has been recognized 

several times by a number of agencies from Europe, Singapore, Japan, USA and UAE. He has authored 219 peer-review 

papers, 22 book chapters, and 1 co-edited book; Citations 4594; h-index 39; i10-index 89, data from Google Scholar).  

Furthermore, his studies have been published in different fields (Clinical Psychology, Biology, Neuroscience, Education), 

using multiple technologies (e.g. fNIRS; EEG, fMRI, ECG, EMG, GSR, Animal models; genetic assessments; pharmacological 
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manipulations) reflecting strong independent thinking and attention to the bigger picture more than to the specific of a 

single research field. 

 

Dr Marija Prilutskaya (Semey Medical University) 

Dr. Mariya Prilutskaya, PhD, a research assistant at Semey Medical University (Pavlodar, Kazakhstan), graduated Astana 

Medical University in 2008. She has worked as a psychiatrist for ten years. The sphere of her professional interests is drug 

addiction. In the last seven years, she has focused on the problems of novel psychoactive substances in clinical practice 

of Kazakhstani doctors. With the research team of the University of Hertfordshire led by Ornella Corazza, Mariya 

Prilutskaya studies the epidemiological and clinical aspects of drug addictions caused by synthetic cannabinoids and 

cathinones in Kazakhstan. Mariya was a speaker of four sessions of  International Conferences on Novel Psychoactive 

Substances. She is a member of International Society for the Study of Emergent Drugs and International Society of 

Substance Use Professionals. She participated in development of national clinical standards for management of addictions 

caused by novel psychoactive substances. Her research activities have been supported by CADAP and UNODC.  

 

Parallel session X — Monitoring NPS markets (II) 11.00–12.15 EST  

Moderators: Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire) and Mandy Mohr (CFSRE) 

 

Dr. Attilio Negri (University of Hertfordshire) 

Dr. Negri is MD, Pharmacologist and Clinical Toxicologist, has an expertise in Substance Use Disorders treatment and 

Psychopharmacology. He co-authored several peer-reviewed publications and collaborated with NPS Research Team at 

the University of Hertforshire. He is currently working at the Department of Mental Health and Substance Use Disorders, 

ASST Santi Paolo e Carlo, Milan, Italy. 

 

Mandy Mohr (CFSRE) 

Ms. Amanda (Mandi) LA Mohr serves as an Associate Director at the CFSRE working in the area of forensic 

toxicology and is the Program Director for the Forensic Sciences Mentoring Institute program. Ms. Mohr is also 

an adjunct professor in both Arcadia University‚Äôs Master of Science in Forensic Science (MSFS) program as 

well as in Thomas Jefferson University‚ Master of Science in Forensic Toxicology (MSFT) program. Ms. Mohr is a 

graduate of The University of Montana graduating in 2010 with honors with dual degrees in in Human Biological 

Sciences and Sociology with an emphasis in Criminology. She then obtained a Master of Science in Forensic 

Science from Arcadia University in 2012. In 2018, Ms. Mohr became a diplomat in Forensic Toxicology of the 

American Board of Forensic Toxicology (D-ABFT). Ms. Mohr has authored or co-authored over 30 peer reviewed 

publications and has presented her working nationally and internationally. Ms. Mohr‚Äôs current research 

interests include oral fluid drug testing, drug impaired driving and novel psychoactive substances (NPS). In 

recognition of the advancements she has made to the field of forensic toxicology, Ms. Mohr was awarded the 

Forensic Sciences Foundation Student Scholarship Award by the American Academy of Forensic Sciences in 2013, 

UCT‚Äôs Excellence in SPE Award in 2016 and most recently the 2019 Irving Sunshine Award for Outstanding 

Research by a Young Investigator by the Toxicology Section of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences. Ms. 

Mohr is an active member within the forensic science community and member of several professional 

organizations including the Society of Forensic Toxicologists (SOFT), the American Academy of Forensic Sciences 

(AAFS ‚ Toxicology Section), the International Society for the Study of Emerging Drugs (ISSED), and the National 

Safety Council‚Äôs Alcohol, Drugs and Impairment Division (NSC-ADID). She currently serves as the Secretary of 

Toxicology section of the AAFS and was recently appointed to serve one the NSC-ADID‚Äôs executive committee. 

Ms. Mohr also serves on the Oral Fluid committee of SOFT and AAFS. 

Closing session 12.30–13.00 EST 

13.00 EST End of conference 


